
 

 

 
SIYC OFFICERS '14 –‘15  
Commodore 
Craig Johnston 
  

 
Vice Commodore 
Richard Sandefur 
  
 

   Secretary 
Sue Stonecliffe 
  
 
Treasurer 
George Stonecliffe 
  
 
Asst. Treasurer 
Terry  O’Shea 
  
 
Rear Commodore 
George Stonecliffe 
  
 
COMMITTEE CHAIRS 
Membership 
Ed Daugherty 
  
 
Database Editor 
George Stonecliffe 
  

 
Newsletter Editors 
Alicia Watkins 
  
Taunya Couts (cruising reports) 
  
 
Website 
Mark Nerczuk 
  
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

SAUVIE ISLAND YACHT CLUB 
NEWSLETTER 

P.O.  Box 2524, Portland, OR 97208-2524        www.siyc.org        No. 358, March, 2015 

 

Upcoming Events  
 
 

   April Navigation Cruise 
 Red Lion Inn, Jantzen Beach 

Columbia River (upriver from I-5) 
April 18th – 19th 2015 

 

May Membership Meeting 
Friday May 1st 2015 at 7:30pm 

 

This month’‛s cruising reports 
start on page 8 

 
 

April 
Membership Meeting 

 

Speaker:  
‘Medical Care when there is no 

Doctor’‛ 
Dr. Ann Marie McCartney 

 

Friday April 3rd 2015, 7:30pm 
 

More information on page 2 

http://www.siyc.org/
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Commodore’‛s Comments, 
March 2015 

 
It is that time of year 
again.  While we are 
not sailing in Mexico 
or another exotic 
location like some of 
our lucky Club 
members, we are 
making plans for this 
summer’s  cruising  

and starting to implement some of the 
necessary preparations.  How about 
you?  Have you got a list of boat 
projects? Have you started in on them?  It’s  
time to get going! 
 
It is probably safe to de-winterize the boat 
now.  When was the last time you changed the 
oil in the iron genny?  How about the fan belt 
and raw water pump impeller, items which 
need prophylactic replacement every few 
years?  Sails often need some minor repairs 
before the season is underway.  Now is the 
time to at least make the list. 
 
We all missed the March Anchoring Cruise, 
cancelled due to the forecasted high winds 
(which actually arrived on Sunday but were as 
strong as promised).  In April you will have a 
chance to join us for the Navigation Cruise, a 
get together combined with a navigational quiz 
with prizes for the most correct answers. The 
cruise will be April 18-19 at the Red Lion Inn 
docks on Hayden Island just upstream of the I-
5  bridge.    If  you  can’t  make  it  through  the  water  
you can come by car to join us for dinner at the 
inn.  This year the quiz is being prepared by 
yours truly and I promise a salty and 
entertaining exercise.  Packets will be handed 
out at the April 3rd meeting.  Please email me 
if you have NOT signed up and would like to be 

included.  Did I mention that there will be 
fabulous prizes? 
 
On an unrelated but salty topic, I am making up 
some  soft  shackles  out  of  1/4”  spectra.  These 
should have a breaking strength of over 10,000 
lbs. for the cost of about $8 and an hour of 
time.  As soon as I have done a few I will bring 
them for show and tell.  More information can 
be  had  on  Brion  Toss’  website  in  the  Spartalk 
section. 
 
Fair winds, 
Craig 
 
 

April Membership Meeting 
 

‘Medical care when there is no 
doctor’   

Dr. Ann Marie McCartney 
 
Dr Ann Marie McCartney is a Portland primary 
care physician and avid mountaineer. She has 
a goal of climbing all of the high peaks in 
Colorado and the Pacific Northwest and 
volunteers countless hours with the Mazamas  
(our local mountaineering organization).  She is 
currently working on another degree in 
Mountain Medicine.  

Come join us Friday March 6th 7:30pm at the 
Sauvie Island Academy. 

 

 March Anchoring Cruise 
We  had  great  plans  for  this  month’s  Anchoring  
Cruise  at  Grandma’s  Cove.  However,  the  
weather had other plans.  

After weather warnings of 30+knot winds 
Richard Sandefur send out an e-mail canceling 
the cruise. Safety first!  

http://www.briontoss.com/spartalk/showthread.php?t=2645
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Recipe of the Month 
By Barbara Johnston of S/V Sequoia 

 
Food Processor Wheat Bread  
(adapted for cruising) 
 

2 cups  white flour 
1½ cups whole wheat flour 
2 tsp  salt 
¼ cup  seeds/bulgur wheat combinations  
(bulgur wheat & flax seeds are my favorites) 
1 cup  milk (I use nonfat or low fat) 
1/3 cup water 
2 tsp   butter 
2 tsp   honey 
1 pkg  rapid rise yeast  
Instant-read thermometer  
 
First, heat the wet ingredients (milk, water, 
butter, honey) until the butter melts and the 
whole mixture reaches 105°-110°F.  
 
Put the flours and salt in the food processor 
bowl (use the regular steel blade), and pulse 
briefly to mix. With the food processor running, 
add the liquid ingredients through the feed tube 
and process until a rough ball forms. (Usually 
within 10-15 seconds). If no ball forms, add a 
little bit more liquid (warm water is OK) 
tablespoon by tablespoon until the ball forms. If 
the dough is too wet, add a little flour, a 
tablespoon at a time, until the rough ball forms. 
Once you have a ball, allow it to rest for 2 min, 
then process for 35 seconds (this is the 
kneading). Then pour in your seeds/bulgur 
wheat and pulse a few more times to distribute 
them through the dough.  
 
Turn dough onto a lightly floured work surface 
and knead for 30-6 seconds into a round. 
Place the rough onto a big, lightly oiled bowl 
and turn over so both sides have a little oil on 
them. Cover the bowl with plastic wrap and 
place  in  a  warm  spot  to  rise.  (If  you’re  in  the  

tropics, everywhere will be warm enough). In 
cooler climates, there may be a spot on top of 
your engine compartment, or outside under the 
dodger, in the sunshine, covered with a dark 
towel. Continue rising for about 40 minutes, 
until the dough doubles in size. Heat the oven 
to  350.  Grease  a  9”  X  5”  loaf  pan. 
 
When the dough has doubled, turn it out onto a 
lightly floured surface, press into an oval and 
then form into a rectangle by folding over all 
four edges, and pinching together to make sure 
the dough sticks to itself. Turn the rectangle 
over (seam side down) and place into the pan, 
pressing until the dough touches all the our 
sides of the pan.  
 
Cover the pan with plastic wrap and place in a 
warm spot for approximately 20 minutes, or 
until the dough doubles in size.  
 
Place the loaf pan in the oven. Bake until an 
instant read thermometer inserted into the 
middle of the 
loaf reads 195°, 
about 30-40 
minutes. 
Remove bread 
from pan and 
cool on a rack.  
 
No food processor? It is possible (but more 
work) to make this bread without a food 
processor. Mix the dry ingredients (except 
bulgur wheat/seeds) together in a bowl. Mix the 
wet ingredients together (as directed above), 
and add the dry ingredients. Mix well, then turn 
out onto a floured surface to knead. You 
should knead about 8 minutes, adding a little 
flour as necessary, until the dough is smooth 
and elastic. Then knead in the bulgur wheat 
and/or seeds until they are well distributed 
through the dough. Continue with rising and 
backing as above.  
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New Members 
Paul Wise S/V Openwater 

 

Paul Wise grew up boating 
with his family. At 14 years 
old Paul bought his first 
boat,  a  10’  row  boat.  Since 
then he was owned a 14’ 
Herters glass open boat, 
14’  Trojan wood runabout 
that he used to explore the 
Hudson River in New York 
Harbor, a Pearson 32 he 
had with his family, a 

Ranger 20, and lastly an Ingrid 38 S/V Open 
Water.  
 
At about 16, Paul began sailboat racing. He 
has raced Lightning’s,  FJ’s,  Penguins,  22sq  
meter boats,  and  Tartan’s.  He  has  competed  in  
many races from bouy races to the Chicago-
Mackenaw Island race, which he competed in 
seven times.  
 
Paul raced throughout college before serving in 
the Navy as a SEABEE. Later, Paul returned to 
college, this time graduating with a degree as a 
product designer. 
 
Over the years Paul has owned his own 
Business, Wise Marine, and worked for others 
including Vanguard Boats, Harken Brothers, 
Northstar Yachts, and Lazarra Yachts, to name 
a few. He has been a part over building over 
1,500 boats and met top Olympic sailors and 
sailmakers.  
 
In 2001 Paul and his family moved to Portland, 
OR.  Later, in 2010, Paul found an Ingrid 38, 
Openwater, while working as a lead carpenter 
for a catamaran builder.  
 

Openwater needed major interior restoration, 
rigging, engine replacement, and new sails. It 
is a gaff ketch pilot house Atkins design 
launched in 1986.   
 
Recently Paul has opened my own boat repair 
business called OPENWATER SERVICES. 
Last summer he built the interior of R/V Zephyr 
and is currently building a new bowsprit for a 
44’  Harding Sea Wolf ketch. Paul has 
developed a modern design for a pilot style 
boarding ladder using STARBOARD plastic. 
 
Paul plans to use his boat repair and design 
skills to fix other boats as he cruises south to 
Mexico and the Pacific. He is looking for crew!  
 
 

SIYC Clothing & Accessories 
For 2014 to 2015 

 
To  give  you  an  idea  of  what  you  can  purchase,  

here  is  a  short  list. 
 

Sport  Tek  Tech  Fleece  Ladies  Tech  Fleece  Full-
Zip  Hooded  Jacket;;  Ladies  sizes  xs-4XL                      

$49.00 
 

1/4-Zip  Pullover;;    Adult  sizes  xs-4XL                 
$47.00 

 
Sport  Tek  Super  Heavy  Weight  Sweatshirts 

Crew  neck;;  Adult  sizes  xs-4XL 
$37.00 

 
Pullover  Hooded;;  Adult  sizes  xs-4XL                        

$43.00 
 

Full  Zip  Hooded;;  Adult  sizes  xs-4XL                 
$47.00 

 
See  me,  Sarah  Daugherty,  at  the  meetings  or  

email  at     
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Reminder: Annual Dues 
 

Your annual dues will be payable on April 1st.  
George Stonecliffe will be accepting checks or 
you can mail checks to the club at:  
SIYC 
P.O. Box 2524 
Portland, OR 97208-2524. 
 
Here are the different classes of membership, 
and the annual amounts to be paid by each.   
 
Membership is per boat, not per person: 
Regular Membership $50 
Life Member   $-0- 
Post Member   $20 
Cruising Member  $20 
 
Life Member:  A member who has paid full 
dues for at least 20 years. 
 
Post Member:  A member who has paid full 
dues for at least 5 years and no longer owns a 
boat, but wishes to stay involved in club 
activities. 
 
Cruising Member:   

x Has cruised away from Oregon and 
Washington at least six months during 
the last fiscal year (April 1-March 31); 

x Has paid full regular membership dues 
for at least two years; and 

x Has made at least three newsletter 
contributions during the last fiscal year. 

 
Thanks and Appreciation 

 
Special  thanks  to  Sarah  and  Ed  Daugherty,  
and  Gail  and  Nick  Wigen  for  providing  last  
months  refreshments.   
 

NW Boating Events 
 

Spring Swap Meet: Fisheries Supply 
 
When:    April 11th, 2015   7am – 1pm 
Where:   Fisheries Supply, Seattle WA  
Cost:      $0 

For more information call 1 (206) 632-4426 

 

 
Club Business 

SIYC Membership Meeting 
March 6, 2015 

Sauvie Island Academy 
 
This meeting was called to order at 7:30 p.m. 
by Commodore Craig Johnston. Also present 
were Vice-Commodore Richard Sandefur, and 
Treasurer George Stonecliffe. Guests included: 
Jim Reavis, Dave King/Ruth Helsley, Lynda 
Davis, Jerry Nelson, Tim and Cynthia Bowie, 
Rich Richardson, Jeanne Meinheit-Edmonds, 
Michael Edwards, Nat and Tara Powning, 
Dave Seabrook, and speakers Neil and Nancy 
Sirman. 
 
Treasurer George Stonecliffe reported $3,283 
in our club checkbook.  $50 was sent to Yacht 
Destinations, where our club Reciprocal 
Arrangements are maintained and posted. 
Also the Club has paid the CRYA annual dues 
for 2015. 
 
Newsletter Editor Alicia Watkins encouraged 
the submission of articles and cruising letters.  
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Refreshments this month were provided by 
Sarah and Ed Daugherty, and Gail and Nick 
Wigen!  Next month the refreshments will be 
provided by Taunya and Rusty Gesner. 
 
Cruising Reports:   
1.  The  Valentine’s  Day  Cruise  included  6  boats  
at Coon Island in great weather. 
2. The Anchoring Cruise will be March 13-14 at 
Grandma’s  Cove  with  Richard  Sandefur 
hosting  with  a  ‘Green’  menu. 
3. The Navigation Cruise will be April 18-19 at 
the Quay Restaurant by the I-5 Bridge with 
Craig Johnston hosting.  Craig will be 
preparing  a  Quiz  on  ‘Piloting  in  Washington  
State  Waters’  to  be  mailed  to  participants  prior  
to the cruise.  Prizes will be available. 
4.  The Race/Drift Cruise will be hosted in May 
by Garry Weber and Cliff Tannas, and will 
meet after the race at Sand Island in St. 
Helens. 
 
The program in April will be Dr. Ann 
McCartney, teacher of wilderness medicine. 
 
A Raffle will be held in May.  Craig encouraged 
members to bring raffle items to the April and 
May meetings. 
 
Dues will be collected at the April meeting. 
 
The Nominating Committee encouraged 
members to volunteer for the officer positions 
and committee chairs.  Richard Sandefur will 
run for Commodore.  Alicia Watkins will 
continue as Newsletter Editor. 
 
Craig asked for a show of hands on who would 
be interested in Life Sling Training in July.  
Three member boats and ten OWSA members 
expressed interest. 
 

The One-sided Burgees to be used as give-
aways at Reciprocal Clubs are available for 
$10 each. 
 
The business meeting adjourned at 7:50 
followed by refreshments.   Then the program 
speakers: Neil and Nancy Sirman, presented a 
scintillating  program  on  ‘Sailing in the Indian 
Ocean  from  Thailand  to  Cape  of  Good  Hope.’ 
 
SIYC Board Meeting March 4, 2015 
 
The SIYC Board met at 6:30 p.m. at the home 
of George and Sue Stonecliffe.  Commodore 
Craig Johnston, Vice-Commodore Richard 
Sandefur, Treasurer George Stonecliffe, 
Secretary Sue Stonecliffe, Anita Melbo, Alicia 
Watkins and Ray McCracken attended. 
 
Nat and Tara Powning will be inducted at the 
April general meeting.  
 
George reported $3,283.00 in the checking 
account. A check for $50 was paid to Yacht 
Destinations, a NW listing of reciprocal yacht 
clubs. CRYA membership was also paid for 
2015. 
 
Discussion ensued about various jobs and 
officer positions to be filled. 
 
Craig is organizing the navigation cruise. 
Prizes will be awarded this year. Garry Weber 
will organize the Race Cruise with all boats 
gathering at Sandy Island afterwards.  
 
Details of upcoming meetings, cruises, and 
summer activities were discussed. It was 
agreed that August would be the best time for 
a summer river cruise. 
 
Respectfully Submitted, 
George Stonecliffe for Sue Stonecliffe
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2014-2015 CALENDAR 
 

GENERAL MEETINGS BOARD MEETINGS CRUISES 
Date/theme Location Date Location Dates Where/theme 
September 5 
Potluck 

Captain’s  
Moorage 

September 4 TBD Sept. 13-14 Gilbert River Docks 

October 3 Sauvie Island 
Academy 

October 1 TBD Oct. 25-26 Annual Halloween cruise – 
Government Island E. 

November 7 Sauvie Island 
Academy 

November 5 TBD Nov. 22-23 Annual Thanksgiving cruise 
– Hadley’s  Landing 

December 6 
 

Christmas 
Party - TBD 

December 6 At party   

January 2 Sauvie Island 
Academy 

December 
30 

TBD Jan. 17-18 New  Year’s  cruise  – Coon 
Island 

February 6 Sauvie Island 
Academy 

February 4 TBD Feb. 14-15 Valentine Cruise – Coon 
Island 

March 6 Sauvie Island 
Academy 

March 4 TBD Mar. 14-15 Anchoring Cruise 

April 3 Sauvie Island 
Academy 

April 1 TBD April 18-19 Navigation Cruise 

May 1  
Annual 
Meeting/ 
Dessert 
Potluck 

Sauvie Island 
Academy 

April 29 TBD May 16-17 Annual Race/Drift Cruise – 
Sand Island 

June 6  
Annual Picnic 

TBD     

 
SIYC CRUISING BOATS 
 

Boat Name Owners’  Names Location 

Adagio Jeff & Jane Woodward Mazatlan, MX 

Casita Devon Quinn & Rowan Madix Alameda, CA 

LunaSea Frank & RaeAnn Haynes Santa Catalina, CA 

Nashira Mike Floyd La Paz, BCS, MX 

Penelope Peter & Susan Gierga Temacatita, MX 

Perpetua Pat & Susan Canniff Mazatlan, MX 

Pied-A-Mer III Eric & Pam Sellix La Paz, MX 

Ranidan Jim & Linda Noval La Paz, MX 

Silvergirl Bob Hulegard & Robin Fouche Newport Beach, CA 
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Member Websites 
 
CarolMarie:  http://www.svcarolmarie.com/ 
 
Julia Max:  http://www.sailblogs.com/member/juliamax/ 
  
Penelope:  http://cruisingwithcaptainpeterandtheadmiral.com/ 
 
Perpetua blog: http://www.sailblogs.com/member/our_journeys/   
 
Perpetua Pictures: http://imageevent.com/our_journeys/ 
 
Moonshadow: http://www.voyagemoonshadow.blogspot.com/ 
 
Moontide:  http://www.svmoontide.com/ 
 
Pied-a-Mer III: http://www.sailblogs.com/member/sesesail/ 
 
Ranidan:  http://persimmonsky.wordpress.com/ 
 
Rowena:   http://www.sailblogs.com/member/rowena/ 
 
Sequoia:  http://www.svsequoia.com/ 
 
SIYC members :  Do  you  have  a  website  or  blog  for  your  boat  that  isn’t    listed  above?  If  so,  
please get the information to your trusty editor, Alicia Watkins, and  we’ll  make  sure  your  
website or blog is included in future issues of the newsletter.   

 
 
 
 

 

CRUISING REPORTS 
 
 
 
Jeff & Jane Woodward, S/V Adiago   
 
March 6 – The yard work for our hull repair job is finished!  In San Carlos 
last December we discovered a split in our teak cap rail and a bulge in the 
hull.  We shopped around San Carlos for someone to fix it there without 
success. We continued looking for a good repair shop as the cruising season 
progressed.  A number of other cruisers had very good things to say about 
Pedro Vargas and his company, Sea Tek Mexico located here in La Cruz.  He 
is a great guy. Almost 30 years in the business of rigging and boat repair.  He 
was born and raised in California so speaks perfect English.  He's friendly, a 
good listener, and easy to work with.   

 
We are very happy with the results.  No matter how close you look you 
cannot see where the damage used to be.  If you click on the link you can open an 86 picture album of the 
project from start to finish.  Adiago Boat Repair   

https://onedrive.live.com/?cid=3bdc910264f230a9&id=3BDC910264F230A9%211624&ithint=folder,JPG&authkey=!AJp8PA2qHOQ9Ozw
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Today we will make a provision run to Costco, drop off the 
laundry and get ready for the next weather window that will allow 
us to continue north to Mazatlan (171 miles/30 hours).   

 
March 9 – The weather window looks okay, not a cake walk, but with wind about 10k on the nose most of the 
way it should be fine. We are ready to move along up the road. 

 
March 11 - We had a very good, 30 hour, motor-sail from La Cruz to Mazatlan arriving this afternoon ahead of 
schedule. We are both pretty tired, but are already looking for a weather window to make the next leg (40 
hours) over to the Baja.  

 
We enjoyed a spectacular dolphin show along the way as we were visited by thousands of jumping, twirling, 
shimmering animals. We also saw lots of turtles, lightening (in the distance) cruise ships, fishing boats, and NO 
NETS! :) We can't wait to rest up and be on our way again! 

 
March 16 - We leave in just a few minutes from Mazatlan to Isla San Francisco, an island north of La Paz on 
the Baja. It will be about a 48 hour run. We will not have internet after we leave here until we get to San 
Carlos, April 13. We are looking forward to a month cruising the beautiful Sea of Cortez before we put Adagio 
to bed for the summer and come home to all of you! 
 
Jeff & Jane 
S/V Adiago  
Mazatlan, Mexico 
 
 
 
Peter & Susan Gierga, S/V Penelope 
 
Sunday, Mar 1 – Six Months  Today marks six months Peter and I have been on 
this voyage.  It seems like forever.  In  fact,  I  can’t  remember  life  before  
“cruising”. 
 
We have a predictable routine.  Typically, we start our day with strong, hot 
percolator coffee.  No half and half here, Carnation evaporated milk.  We sit 
together, waking up, and plan our day.  We usually find a way to get some 
exercise.  After exercise, we work on the boat or perform household chores. 
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New people are just a short dinghy ride to the next boat in the bay.  We meet new people every day and often 
connect with others we already know.  We try to connect with the locals as much as possible. 
 
Everyday we learn from other cruisers.  Where to go.  What to do.  What to expect.  What to watch out for.  We 
sift through the information and decide for ourselves what to accept and what to reject. 
 
We have not been in a marina since Thanksgiving which means we have been at anchor every night.  We are 
completely dependent on the dinghy to leave the boat.  We have to make sure we can get to shore and not get 
pummeled by the surf.  We have to feel comfortable the dinghy is secure and will be there when we return.  We 
don’t  have  a  car,  of  course.  If  it’s  too  far  to  walk  we  depend  on  a  city  bus  or  a  taxi,  both  of  which  are  abundant  
and inexpensive. 
 
Every day we monitor our power consumption.  Depending on the amount of wind and solar we may have to 
run the diesel engine to charge the battery bank.  This  isn’t  necessary  too  often.  Every day we monitor our 
water  supply  and  decide  if  it’s  a  good  day  to  make  water  based  on  our  available  electricity. 
 
We  keep  Penelope’s  diesel  tanks  topped  off  and  have  found  diesel  is  good  quality  if  not  expensive  ($4 per 
gallon).  We  keep  the  dinghy’s  gas  tank  topped  off,  too.  We have four 5-gallon jugs strapped to the hand 
rail.  Two contain diesel, one contains gas and one potable water.  These are available in the event we are 
unable to secure any one of these at any time. 
 
We wash our vegetables in a dilute Clorox solution and have found vegetables to be cheap and 
abundant.  We’ve  been  lucky  with  the  food.  Peter had an upset stomach one time for a couple of days, but, 
none  of  the  feared  Montezuma’s  revenge  you hear about. 
 
Penelope  has  performed  flawlessly,  although,  due  to  salt,  humidity  and  wind,  she  looks  as  if  she’s  been  ridden  
hard and put away wet.  Peter takes incredibly good care of her.  Just today he changed the engine oil and 
transmission fluid, plus the oil in the windlas and the dinghy motor. 
 
I  can’t  say  enough  good  things  about  the  Mexican  people.  They are friendly, hardworking, happy, courteous, 
respectful and willing to go far, far out of their way to be helpful.  I have not heard a harsh word or received a 
negative  look  since  we’ve  been  here. 
 
In  the  evening  we  reminisce  about  the  day,  the  places  we’ve  been,  the  people  we’ve  met.  We usually read until 
bed.  Nine  pm  is  known  as  “cruiser’s  midnight”  around  here.  Unless  it’s  a  rocky  anchorage  or a full moon we 
usually  sleep  like  the  dead  and  wake  up  ready  to  do  it  again.    They  say  a  cruiser’s  plans  are  written  in  the  sand  
at low tide.  It’ll  be  interesting  to  see  what  the  tide  brings  in  over  the  next  six  months. 
 
Tuesday Mar 3 – Colima and Comala  The City of Colima is the 
capital of the state of Colima.  We  figured  we’d  show  our  respect  by  
visiting  the  capital.    It’s  fun  to  venture  inland  and  we  don’t  take  the  
time to do it enough, we vowed to do it more often.  The bus was 
only $14 each and was amazing.  It offered air conditioning, WiFi, 
USB port, a movie and leg rests!  I could live on this bus. 
 
From downtown Colima, Peter wanted to walk to where he could sit 
outside, drink a cold beer, and keep an eye on the volcano.  We 
walked and walked but  weren’t  able  to  find  exactly  what  he  was  
looking for.  Eventually, we caught a city bus which took us from 
Colima to Comala, another small town, about 15 miles closer to the volcano. 
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We followed our route back in the opposite direction, first taking a city bus from Comala to the main bus 
terminal in Colima.  But, by not taking the time to make sure we were being understood we accidentally ended 
up on a less than amazing bus for the return trip to Manzanillo.  As soon as we boarded, the driver began to pull 
away from the station.  I  said,  “No, wait!  This  is  not  the  bus  I  want!”  The  driver  didn’t  speak  a  word  of  English  
and off he went.  No WiFi, no USB port, no movie, no leg rests, no AIR CONDITIONING.   
 
This bus took a slightly different route and stopped at many small rural communities along the way.  It was 
fun to see the country side.  We got home just in time to have a gelato on my way back to Penelope. 
 
Wednesday Mar 4 – Alex and Krista are Coming!  We are in Manzanillo.  Alex and Krista are joining us in 
Tenacatita.  We are looking for good weather (moderate wind out of the south, west or east) to travel 36 miles 
up the coast.  We have 36 miles to travel.  They have 2,000 miles to travel.  Hopefully,  if  we  leave  now  we’ll  
get there at the same time. 
 
Tuesday Mar 10 – End of Season  The anchorages are becoming very forlorn.  The radio chatter has quieted. 
Here in Bahia Tenacatita, about 130 miles south of Puerto Vallarta, we are anchored alongside 8 to 10 other 
vessels.  A couple of huge power boats, but mostly sailing vessels.  A lot of ketch rigged boats (two masts).  If 
not a ketch, usually a cutter rig.  Very few sloops. 
 
Almost every boat is inhabited by a married couple.  We take the dinghy around the bay and get to know each 
one.  The majority are from Canada, the Pacific Northwest, or California.  We are definitely the newbies on the 
block.  Most of the other cruisers have been out here 3 – 8 years. 
 
We are finding the majority of cruisers  go  “home”  for  the  summer.  They either put their boats  “on  the  hard”  or  
leave them in a marina.  I  understand  it’s  excruciatingly  hot in Mexico in the summer.  I  guess  we’ll  find  
out.  Peter and I currently have reservations to spend hurricane season (June – October) in Marina de Mazatlan. 
 
The season is winding down.  There are many fewer boats around than a month ago.  Most  of  the  boats  we’ve  
known since the Baja Ha Ha are slowly making their way north to Puerto Vallarta, Mazatlan, San Carlos or 
have left for the south Pacific.  Until  now,  I  didn’t  understand  the  logistics  of  the  “cruising  season.” 
 
Thursday – Mar 12  Play Day  I set the alarm super early so we would have a good long day to play.  We met 
up with the guys after (yoga) and spent a couple of hours walking around the delightful little town of La 
Manzanilla.  I could live here.  On the far end of town, there is a crocodile reserve.  Just like a zoo, you pay a 
small fee for admission (5 pesos) and walk along elevated wooden walkways to observe the crocodiles in their 
natural habitat. 
 
For lunch we stopped at a local street vendor for pollo 
asar (grilled chicken). 
 
After dark, Peter showed Alex and Krista the 
bioluminescence.  I  didn’t  think  I  would  ever  get  the  
children to come in from playing out doors once they 
discovered the sparkling water.  The three of them 
motored around in the dinghy, sparkles illuminating 
off the out board prop, dangling feet, hands, sticks and 
anything else they could find through the water to 
watch the various arrays of light. 
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Our play days are long.  With a cool breeze off the ocean and the gentle rocking of the boat, we all slept very 
well. 
 
Friday Mar 13 – Snorkeling at The Aquarium  First thing this morning, we pulled anchor and headed for 
Playa Tenacatita.  This area, on the northwest corner of Bahia Tenacatita, is known as The Aquarium and offers 
numerous rock outcroppings and reefs, ideal for snorkeling. 
 
It’s  a  treat  to  have  someone  here  to  help  Peter  with  the  boat  handling.  While underway, Krista and I prepared 
bacon and French toast for breakfast. 
 
After snorkeling, we wanted to go to the beach.  Unfortunately, the swell is very large today.  There is a 
massive pressure system about 300 miles off shore to the southwest causing a large rolling swell 10 – 12 feet 
high, separated by 10 seconds, or so.  It would be challenging and dangerous to go to shore.  The waves are 12 
feet high where they break on the sand.  The roar of the ocean is defining.  “Let’s  go  home  and  have  some  
lunch.” 

Peter’s  buddy,  Quan,  picked  us  up  
in his ponga later in the afternoon to 
make a trip up the estuary.  Peter 
and I have been up their before in 
our dinghy but with Quan and his 
local knowledge we feel safe going 
a lot deeper into the jungle. 
 
We  didn’t  see  any  crocodiles  and  
the heron and egrets were off 
somewhere else, I guess.  But, it was 
a fun boat ride to a remote, unusual 
place few people have the 
opportunity to visit. 
 
Saturday Mar 14 – Amazing 
Grace  his morning we motored the 
dinghy  over  to  a  43’  Leopard  
Catamaran anchored 30-feet off our 
stern.  Our neighbors, Steve and 

Janny Denton, had invited us and our friends Alex and Krista for coffee. 
 
We visited for over two hours.  We learned about them while they learned about us.  Everyone’s  story  is  
remarkably varied and profoundly interesting.  Meeting new people and getting to know them is one of the 
highlights of our lives out here. 
 
In 2005, Steve and Janny met a young man with an idea.  He knew they were keen sailors, mentors to young 
people and had set up a non profit called Maritime Leadership a few years before.  Always open to new ideas, 
Steve and Janny gave a listen.  “I  found  a  very  beautiful  schooner  for  sale  that  I  think  you  should  buy”.  Neither 
the  idea  nor  the  funds  were  on  their  radar,  but  they  asked  their  friend  “Why???!!!”   He  told  them  “In  your  
hands this vessel could  be  used  in  extraordinary  ways”. 
 
Amazing Grace is a topsail schooner with 60 working lines and 8 sails.  She sets a square topsail on the 
foremast and seven fore and aft sails:  gaff main, gaff topsail, main and fore staysails, fisherman staysail and 
flying and inner jibs, for a total of 2,010 square feet of sail area.  She has an overall length of 83-feet and a 
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waterline length of 60-feet.  With  a  displacement  of  60,000  pounds  she  draws  6’9”  and  provides  a  16-foot 
beam. 

In 2008 while Amazing Grace was anchored in San Diego 
harbor an eleven year old named Wesley met Steve on the 
beach and asked if he could take a look at the 83 foot topsail 
schooner.  Steve  said  “no  ….  but  would  you  like  to  join  us  
for  a  sail  this  evening?”  Wesley had challenges to overcome 
as a young man as his guardian parents had rescued him 
from  his  biological  parents’  meth  lab  when  he  was  nine  
months old.   Under  Steve  and  Janny’s  leadership,  Wesley  
advanced to fore mast captain when he was thirteen and 
trained Andrew who joined the crew at the age of 
fourteen.  Now at sixteen and seventeen these young men 
have both advanced to first mates, fully capable and 
confident of leading crew much older than themselves.   But 
most importantly, these young men have grown in character 
and have learned what it means to be a leader. 

 
Over the past ten years, with Steve at the helm, Amazing Grace has had the privilege to mentor thousands of 
young adults, ages 8 – 45, as they come aboard, often for their first sail.  From learning to hold on tight, to 
actually stepping up to take the helm, Steve, Janny and their volunteer crew of sailors have lead others to 
become leaders in their own right. 
 
Amazing Grace has hosted 
volunteers from juvenile detention 
facilities  and  women’s  community  
support homes.  She has been 
honored to inspire Vietnam and 
Iraq veterans, Wounded Warriors, 
and benefactors of The Make a 
Wish Foundation.  Guests are 
encouraged to participate as little or 
as much as they like, while 
fostering a strong appreciation for 
comradery, communication, 
companionship, respect, and 
teamwork. 
 
Sunday Mar 15 – Rain  The weather forecast was for lots of rain, wind and lightening.  I guess you could say 
that again! 
 
It started raining about 11:30 am, just as Alex and Krista were leaving.  We motored the dinghy back to 
Penelope and climbed on board to hunker down.  For the next 30 hours it did nothing but pour down buckets of 
rain and gust 35 – 40 knots. 
 
I  was  gradually  succumbing  to  Peter’s  cold  so  I  was  happy  to  kick  back  and  start  on  the  tall pile of periodicals 
Alex had packed on board. 
 
The sky continued to pour down buckets of rain throughout the night.  To add to the performance, there was 
almost continuous lightening with crashing thunder only 5 – 6 seconds away. 
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The wind blew Penelope 20 degrees to port and the ocean swell hammered her 20 degrees back to starboard.  I 
woke Peter about 3:00 am and suggested he might want to go outside and pump water out of the dinghy 
again.  “Thank  you,  honey,”  he  said. 
 
Peter went outside to pump out the dinghy completely naked to take advantage of the rain and get a quick 
shower.  With lightening all around, overhead and in the background it looked like a scene from the movie 
Frankenstein. 
 
Monday Mar 16 – Still Raining  Just after the 9:00 am radio net, Steve from Living Free came on the radio to 
invite Cass and John (Victoria), Michael and Seabell (Quest) along with ourselves over to Living Free for a pot 
luck at 4:00 pm. 
 
“We’re  in!”  “Us,  too!”  “See  you  then!”  Everyone was so tired of being cramped up in their boats I believe 
they would have agreed to come by and watch Steve floss his teeth if invited. 
 
At 4:00 pm, Peter bailed the water out of the dinghy once again.  Three dinghies, everyone clad in foul weather 
gear over sleeveless dresses and flip flops, rowed over to the Living Free.  We snacked and visited and 
amazingly witnessed a glorious sunset just behind Penelope. 
 

 
 
Susan and Peter  
S/V Penelope 
Tenacatita, Mexico 
 
 
 
Michael and Gabrielle Dowding, S/V 
Moontide 
 
Mar 16 – What Happened to Winter?  Here in the Northwest part of 
the country, we have had an amazingly mild Winter. To many 
Oregonians, this portents an ill Summer -- drought, disease, famine -- 
but for us, we're grateful just to have had such amazing weather for 
doing boat work! 
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The last couple months we've been helping neighbors with their boat projects, interspersed with some Moontide 
tasks that we're still working on.  These include: lids for the propane tanks in the aft cockpit, repair of the main 
hatch (nasty leaks), a new pedestal for the dining table in the saloon, and insulated ceilings in the main cabin. 

 
Mar 24 – The Illusion of Spring  The dry winter is trying to 
make up for lost time in the Northwest with squall after squall of 
blustery rainstorms sweeping over the boats in our little marina. 
 
Time for indoor projects... maybe catching up on a little reading.  
With plastic covering most of the boat, we have been able to 
complete a few outstanding deck projects: 
 
We rebuilt the sliding hatch for the main companionway, 
replacing the original teak striped lid for a sealed acrylic top. 
 
Gabrielle spent most of the Winter rebuilding the original 'turtle' 
or 'garage' for the sliding lid (see above), but we both agreed that 
the labor/time vs result on the lid itself made it worth updating 
our options. An added benefit is the light the acrylic lid gives to 
the galley. 
 
 

Another outside project finished, thanks to the tarps, are the sealed lids over the propane tanks (or saddlebags, as 
we call them) by the steering box. The propane canisters can be latched or locked into place with a vent exiting 
out the transom. 
 
Now I just gotta do something about those doors!!! 
 
An indoor project that we've been meaning to do, and finally completed this month, is the repositioning of the 
saloon table to allow seating on all sides. Special thanks to Kim Winkler at Columbia Marine Exchange for 
locating the table parts that now allow us to slide the table in and out for more comfortable and accessible 
seating. 
 
Boat life and Marina Life is a microcosm of our larger world -- people move in or move on, relationships are 
fostered, or lost to conflict. Owners legislate. Rebels isolate. The rest of us try to mediate. Illness comes and 
goes. 
 
Puppies are born. Friends die. 
 
We take a moment to Remember Roger Wenzel, a neighbor, friend, and boat builder, who succumbed to cancer 
this month after years of battling with it. Our hearts go out to all the folks who cared for him. He is missed. 
 
That's about all we have new to share from the Wobegone branch of Multnomah Channel for now.  
 
Michael and Gabrielle Dowding 
S/V Moontide 
Portland, OR 
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Pam and Eric Sellix, S/V Pied-a-Mer III 
 
Feb 24 – Alive and Well  It's been almost a year since I 
blogged---wow! When I last wrote we were disappointed that 
our South Pacific trip had been cancelled. We were looking at 
bashing back to San Diego, repairs and waiting out Hurricane 
season in the US. Well, we did all the above. We bashed north 
with s/v Stray Cat, Carol and Guy are now like family. San 
Diego was wonderful. We were anchored out the entire time, the 
price was right---free!  
 
We repaired, spent time with old and new friends---special 
thanks to Joe and Judy. We headed south with the 2014 Ha Ha 
with Bob and Robin as crew----a good reunion. In La Paz we 
were joined by friends, Mike and Joan.  
 
Our goal for this winter was to reach Zihuatenejo---hooray, we made it, loved it and, someday, want to return. 
Carnaval in Mazatlan was an unexpected trip. At the suggestion of Ralph and Helen on s/v MoonDrifter we 
enjoyed the sail north and all of the Carnaval festivities. 
 
Feb 25 – Puddle Jump Party Another fun Puddle Jump party, thanks to Latitude 38, Paradise Village Marina 
and the Vallarta Yacht Club. A big thanks to Dawn on S/V Destiny for driving a bunch of cruisers to the event. 
Lots of positive energy---a room full of anxious adventurers! 

 
Mar 12 – Big Trip  Countdown for our 
passage to French Polynesia. Parts for windlass 
repair should arrive tomorrow, materials on 
board for seal on generator cover, three Costco 
runs stowed away----don't know about the 
granola bars and potato, chips stored in the 
shower, may have to move them! 
 
Mar 14 – New Dinghy Our trusty dinghy has 
served us well. She has remained upright in 
beach landings and transported us to anchorage 
parties, laundry facilities, provisioning and 
shopping for assorted boat parts----she will not 
go to French Polynesia----a new one arrives 
today 
 
 

 
Pam and Eric Sellix 
S/V Pied-a-Mer III 
La Paz, Mexico 
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Terry O’Shea, S/V CarolMarie 
 
March 4 - Updates of the CarolMarie continue but I am working too 
much and traveling too much for work to take pictures.   Here's the 
updates to the ship so far for this season: 
Radar: After a great deal of pounding the keys, searching on the web 
I found a SI-TEX MDS8 radar sensor to work with the Standard 
Horizon 300CP Chart plotter.   Well actually after trying to find one 
on the web I had no success, but Portland Marine Electronics pulled 
some strings and actually found me one.   The PME people were 
awesome to work with, and didn't give up until they found one for 
me. I hire our friend Richard to mount the dome and route the 
cables.  He's done this and done the connections to the chart plotter, 
but I haven't been able to sit down with him to see the connections and how they work. 
Jib Roller Furler: Charing finally got the new jib, and roller furler over to North Sails in Portland to install 
them.  The new jib was made with hanks, so it needs to be converted to luff tape, and add the UV cover to it.  It 
all should be done by mid-March. 
Bottom Savers:  We made the templates for the bottom saver cushions for the cockpit.  I have sent them off 
and expect to hear from the factory soon. 
Cabin Cushions:  Josh called this week from Hayden Island Canvas, he's started building new cabin cushions 
for the settee.  He expected a couple of weeks to be completed. 
USB Connection to CP:I have added a USB connection to the Chart Plotter so the Macbook laptop we have 
connects to the chart plotter.  We used the NMEA USB cable from Digital Yacht. 
Engine Serviced:We had the oil changed in the engine, and updated the starter battery to a new for the season 
with a little more cranking power.   
In the end there is a lot going on in updating the CarolMarie for the season, she's looking really good and almost 
ready to go. 
 
Terry  O’Shea 
S/V Carol Marie 
Portland, OR 
 
 
 

 
Let’‛s Stay in Touch with our Cruising Members 

 
If you enjoyed the stories from these cruising members of Sauvie Island Yacht Club, please say so.  Sometimes 
the cruisers comment that they feel like they are sending their articles into a black hole, and they never get any 
feedback.    Let’s  all  make  an  effort  to  let  them  know  they  are  appreciated.    If you see them, say something.  If 
they are still out cruising, send them an email.  If you have questions for them, do ask – it may be the seed for 
an interesting future report. – Ed.  

 
Photo by Jeff & Jane Woodward of S/V Adiago 


