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Looking ahead:   The SIYC Christmas 
party (December 8) will once again be held 
at the Johnston house in Scappoose.  Make 

 on your calendar! 

Upcoming Cruise Weekends 
October 20 & 21:  At East Government 
Island Docks, hosted by Mark & Becky 
Nerczuk.  Bring a pumpkin to carve, a 
costume to wear to dinner and your pot-
luck dinner contribution.  Food theme: 
“something scary” or “trick-or-treat”.    
Call Mark (503-577-5662) or Becky (503-
577-5660) for information. 
November 17 & 18

hosted by David Mangan.  David will be 
barbecuing our traditional SIYC 

David (503-543-5154) for more info. 

General Meeting 
Friday,  November 2,  201 2 

(First Friday of each month at Sauvie Island Academy) 

7:30 Business Meeting 
7:45 Refreshments 

8:00 Program: Sail selection and trim for 
cruisers (Carol Hasse)  
See details next page 

 

Be sure to check out  
cruising reports, starting page 9. 

http://www.siyc.org/


Sauvie Island Yacht Club – October, 2012 – Page | 2 
 

 
 
The Reciprocal Privileges between yacht clubs 
is one of the membership perks.  As member 
boats cruise to different ports, we often pass 
other yacht clubs on the way.  Often Reciprocal 
Privileges include two nights free moorage, 
along with access to other services including 
electricity, potable water, showers, laundry 
facilities, book exchanges, and directions to 
local businesses.  SIYC provides these 
services at the Salpare Bay Marina.  These 
Reciprocal Privileges are communicated on a 
website: www.YachtDestinations.org.  This site 
includes hundreds of other yacht clubs with 
similar intentions.  This connection can really 
pay off as Jeff and Jane on sv Adagio 
explained at the last meeting.  As they headed 
south from Portland to Mexico, they were able 
to stay at different yacht clubs for a total of 19 
nights at an average of $20 a night -- a vast 
reduction in moorage costs by using SIYC's 
Reciprocal Privileges! 
 
  --- George Stonecliffe 
 
 

November Meeting Speaker:  
Carol Hasse 

 
You must not miss 
our November 2 
meeting, and Carol 
Hasse is the reason!  
The last time she 
spoke to the club, six 
or seven years ago, 
we packed the room 
with interested 
members and guests, 
all of whom were very 
reluctant to go home 
at the end of the 

evening.  Her talk will focus on sail selection 
and trim for cruisers, and she’ll have valuable 
information for every one of us, no matter our 
experience level.  
   

Carol Hasse has logged over 45,000 offshore 
miles in northern and southern latitudes on 
boats varying from 25 to 101 feet. She spent 
the mid-1970s sailing a Jim Brown Searunner 
trimaran to the South Pacific and building a 47-
foot Ed Monk-designed ketch with friends, 
which launched a renowned career as 
sailmaker, sail-training instructor, and seminar 
speaker. She's a founding director of the 
popular Port Townsend Wooden Boat Festival, 
and since 1978 she's run Hasse and Co., Port 
Townsend Sails, a loft the Seven Seas 
Cruising Association hailed for making the best 
sails for cruisers.  
 

SIYC Clothing & Accessories 

For 2012/13 
	  
  ‘Sport-Tek’ Brand 
Sweatshirts  

Pullover, hooded----------------------$30.00 
  Adult-F254 
 Zip front, hooded--------------------- $36.00  
  Adult-F258 
Fleece Jackets 
 Ladies Zip front, hooded------------$38.00 
  Adult-L265 
    
 ‘Port Authority’ Brand 
 Competitor Jacket--------------------$42.00  
  Wind & water resistant  
  Adult-JP54   
 Wind Jackets---------------------------$52.00 
  Full zip 
  Adult-J707 
  Ladies-L707 
 
*** Call Sarah for color choices: 503/774-3381 
*** A check made out to ‘SIYC’ needs to 
accompany orders. 
 
Mail checks to:  Sarah Daugherty 
     10207 SE 92nd Ave 
     Portland OR 97086 
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September Cruise to Gilbert River 

Docks 

 
The Club’s first cruise of Fall 2012 was held at 
the Gilbert River Docks.  In attendance were 
Ed and Sarah on sv Hokuloa, David on sv 
Hawksbill, Nick and Gail on sv Ursa Minor, and 
George and Sue hosting on sv Julia Max.  In 
addition were two guests of Julia Max, Ivan 
and Cheryl whose boat sv Thumbs Up is 
currently in Darwin, Australia. 
 
The weather was clear, calm and warm during 
the days, and crisp at night.  Food preparation 
was excellent as usual making the potlucks a 
delight. 
 
On Saturday morning Ivan, Cheryl, George and 
Sue dinghied up the Gilbert River to Sturgeon 
Lake where they saw over 100 sand hill cranes 
gathering as they migrate south along the 
Pacific Flyway. 
  

 
 

 

Boat U.S. Club Membership Works 

for You! 
 
 SIYC has membership with Boat U.S.  
There are more than 26 benefits and services 
available to you as members of a Cooperating 
Group, namely SIYC.  Included are on-the-
water and on-the-road towing service, low cost 
marine insurance, discounts at West Marine 
and discounts on fuel, repairs and transient 
slips at over 900 marinas.  You are able to 
receive a 50% discount on BoatU.S. 
membership dues, namely the discounted price 
of $15.  Our Group Number is GA81077Y.  Call 
1-800-395-2628 for more info. 

 
 

Club Business 

 
Proposed Cruising Dues Rule Change 

 
At our October meeting, the Board presented a 
proposed rule change for dues payable by 
cruising members.  As things now stand, 
almost no one qualifies to be a cruising 
member.  To qualify, you have to be out 
cruising, away from the continental United 
States, twelve months a year.  If you qualify, 
you pay no dues.    
 
A number of our members actually cruise only 
in the winter season.  But since that’s when 
most of the club activity occurs, those 
members don’t get much in-person benefit 
from the club.  Membership is still a valuable 
thing, even for out-of-the area cruisers, 
because they receive the monthly newsletter, 
they are able to use the club’s reciprocal 
privileges at other yacht clubs, and it maintains 
their good contacts “back home.”  In addition, 
many of our cruisers are able to come to the 
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first meeting in the fall and the picnic in the 
spring, even though they are gone for the rest 
of the winter season. 
 
The proposed rule: 
 

 Changes the length of time you 
must be cruising in order to 
qualify for cruising status, 
lowering it from 12 months to 6 
months per year. 

 Changes the requirement that the 
cruising be done in foreign 
waters:  For purposes of this rule, 
you can qualify if you are cruising 
outside of Oregon and 
Washington waters. 

 Keeps the requirement that you 
must pay full dues for two full 
years after you first become a 
member, before you can qualify 
as a cruising member. 

 Keeps the requirement that you 
must make three newsletter 
contributions before you qualify 
for the cruising members 
discount.  

 Provides that to continue to 
receive the discount each year, 
you must continue to cruise at 
least six months a year, and you 
must continue to make the 3 
newsletter contributions. 

 Changes the dues for cruising 
members from zero to $20 per 
year. 

 
Here’s the text of the proposed rule change: 
 
11. Dues 
 
 Dues for membership in the Sauvie 
Island Yacht Club are: 
 For initiation, $35 
 For membership, $50 per year 
 Post members, $20 per year 
 
 Discount for Cruising Members.  All 
members must pay full dues for two 

membership years. (A membership year is 
defined as April 1 to March 31).  In any or all 
subsequent membership years, cruising 
members (defined as those members that have 
been cruising for  at least six (6) continuous 
months outside Oregon and Washington 
waters during the preceding membership year) 
shall be eligible for a reduction in  current dues 
to $20 per year.  Such reduced rate shall take 
effect on the first April 1st after  a request for 
such a reduction has been received by the 
treasurer, and at least three (3) newsletter 
contributions have been received by the 
newsletter editor.    Cruising members shall be 
allowed to maintain cruising status and enjoy 
this dues discount privilege as long as they 
continue to cruise at least 6 (six) months per 
membership year and continue to contribute at 
least three (3) letters to the SIYC newsletter 
per year. 
 
This proposal is open for comment between 
now and the first of November.  Please send 
comments to George. We’ll take a vote at the 
November meeting. 
 
 
 

SIYC Board Meeting 
October 4, 2012 

 
The SIYC Board Meeting was called to order at 
7:55 at the home of George and Sue 
Stonecliffe. In attendance were Commodore 
George Stonecliffe, Vice Commodore Craig 
Johnston, Rear Commodore Gary Weber, 
Treasurer David Mangan, Secretary Sue 
Stonecliffe, and Newsletter Editor Barbara 
Johnston.  
 
The treasurer reported one dues check 
deposited. 13 members had not yet paid their 
dues.  Gary agreed to contact them. Barbara 
had composed a change in the Rule under 
Dues in our Bylaws regarding the Discount for 
Cruising Members. Following discussion, the 
Board voted to change the Rule [as set forth 
just above – Ed.]  
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Barbara will read the verbiage for this change 
at the next membership meeting and published 
in the October Newsletter. Comments should 
be sent to the Newsletter Editor. 
 
Craig led the discussion about programs for 
the year. OWSA members will be encouraged 
to attend Carol Hasse’s program in November. 
SIYC pamphlets will be given to all guests who 
attend. Tickets for the fund-raising raffle at 
tomorrow’s membership meeting will cost $2 
each. 
 
Mark Nerczuk has updated the website. 
Abbreviated cruising letters will be added. 
 
Dave agreed to host the Thanksgiving cruise at 
Hadley’s Landing and cook the turkey. 
 
Craig and Barbara volunteered to host the 
December holiday party at their home. Dave 
will cook the turkey; Sue and George will bring 
a ham.  
 
George reported on Eric and Pam Sellix’s 
request for an updated SIYC Reciprocal 
Privileges Letter. The revised SIYC reciprocal 
privileges will pay for 2 nights free moorage at 
Salpare Bay Marina. SIYC is also listed as one 
of the yacht clubs at 
www.yachtdestinations.org which lists all the 
facilities available at Salpare Bay Marina. 
George and Sue will host a viewing of the next 
televised American’s Cup event on October 7th 
at 1:30 p.m. at their home. All SIYC members 
are invited. BYOB. 
 
The meeting adjourned at 8:50 p.m. 
 
Respectfully submitted,  
Sue Stonecliffe, SIYC Secretary 
 

SIYC General Meeting  
October 5, 2012 

 
The SIYC General Meeting was called to order 
at 7:35 at the Sauvie Island Academy. 
Commodore George Stonecliffe introduced 
Mike and Sandy Wilson for their 2nd meeting. 

Former members Bob and Rick Teeter whose 
boat is currently in Semiamoo Marina, Blaine, 
were introduced. Cruising members Jeff and 
Jane Woodward and Bruce and Jan Payne 
were also recognized. 
 
Treasurer Dave Mangan reported one dues 
check deposited and $2,709.32 in the bank. 13 
members had not yet paid their dues. 
 
Newsletter Editor Barbara Johnston thanked 
present cruisers for having written several 
cruising letters. She had composed a change 
in the Rule under Dues in our Bylaws regarding 
the Discount for Cruising Members. She read 
the Rule as amended [see full text above in 
this newsletter – Ed.] and invited comments to 
be sent to Commodore George Stonecliffe. It 
will be included in the October Newsletter. 
 
Programs: On November 2, Carol Hasse will 
speak to the club about cruising sail trim. Vice 
Commodore Craig Johnston said he planned to 
have a medical lecture with timely advice 
sometime in the spring. He also plans a group 
session where panel members will discuss 
mishaps on the water, what happened and 
lessons learned. Another topic could be how to 
go through the rapids of Desolation Sound and 
anchoring techniques.  
 
Mark Nerczuk has updated the website. He 
invited the members to write little articles about 
places we have been and include photos. 
 
Gail Wigen and Terry Wilson brought 
refreshments for tonight’s meeting. Bryan 
Robbins signed up to bring food for the 
November meeting. 
 
Cruise Reports: 4 boats participated 
September 22-23 at the Gilbert River cruise: 
George and Sue Stonecliffe on Julia Max, 
Dave Mangan on Hawksbill, Nick and Gail 
Wigen on Ursa Minor, and Ed and Sarah 
Daugherty on Hokuloa. Sue and George had 
guests Ivan and Cheryl Orgee aboard. Their 
boat is currently in Darwin, Australia, having 
crossed the Pacific Ocean in 2009 with Julia 
Max. 

http://www.yachtdestinations.org/
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The next cruise on October 20-21 will be 
hosted by Mark and Becky, s/v Baltic 
Wanderer at East Dock, Government Island. 
Those attending the Halloween Cruise should 
bring food with the theme, “Something Scary” 
along with a pumpkin to carve. Wear a 
costume. David Mangan will host the 
Thanksgiving Cruise at Hadley’s Landing 
November 17-18. Dave will barbeque a turkey. 
Craig and Barbara agreed to host the 
Christmas Party at their home on December 
8th. Dave will cook a turkey; Sue and George 
will bring a ham. Everyone else is asked to 
bring salads, side dishes, and desserts. 
 
Old Business: George attended the CRYA 
meeting on September 18. The speaker was 
from the Oregon State Marine Board. 
 
New Business: George has updated the 
Reciprocal Privileges Letter offered by our 
club. Free moorage will be available for 2 
nights at Salpare Bay Marina. SIYC has 
received requests from Gig Harbor YC along 
with 3 other yacht clubs in California. A 
member suggested that information about river 
bridge lifts should be included in the new letter. 
 
The meeting adjourned at 8:10 p.m. followed 
by the program, Cruising Haida Gwaii by 
George and Sue Stonecliffe. Following the 
slide presentation, a raffle was held which 
raised $90 towards Carol Hasse’s gratuity and 
expenses in giving next month’s program. 
 
Respectfully submitted,  
Sue Stonecliffe, SIYC Secretary 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Above: S/V Moonshadow’s new computer-
designed jib, hoisted in the harbor at 
Chaugaramas, Trinidad 
    
Below:  Moonshadow’s renewed varnish. 
 
Follow the stories of Moonshadow and our 
other SIYC cruising members in the cruising 
reports, starting below at page 9. 
     
 

Please continue to send letters, articles, 
photos, educational opportunities, recipes, 
ideas for programs, and other information to 
our Newsletter Editor Barbara Johnston. The 
submission deadline is the 10th of each 
month.  
  
Or if your contact information has changed 
let George Stonecliffe, our Database 
Coordinator know.  
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2012-2013 CALENDAR 
 

GENERAL MEETINGS BOARD MEETINGS CRUISES 

November 2 Sauvie Island 
Academy 

November 1 TBD November 
17-18 

Thanksgiving Cruise, Hadley’s 
Landing 

December 8 Christmas  
Party TBD 

December 10 Christmas 
Party 

December 
29-30 

New Years Cruise,     Coon 
Island 

January 4 Sauvie Island 
Academy 

January 3 TBD January 
TBD 

Land Cruise, 
TBD 

February 1 Sauvie Island 
Academy 

January 31 TBD February 
16-17 

Valentine Cruise, Coon Island 

March 1 Sauvie Island 
Academy 

February 28 TBD March 16-
17 

Anchoring Cruise 

April 5 Sauvie Island 
Academy 

April 4 TBD April 20-21 Navigation Cruise 

May 3 Sauvie Island 
Academy 

May 2 TBD May 18-19 Annual Race/Drift Cruise (Sand 
Island) 

June 1 Annual picnic, 
location TBD 

    

 
 

 

SIYC CRUISING BOATS – Locations outside of the Pacific Northwest 
 

Boat Name Owners’ Names Location 

Adagio Jeff & Jane Woodward West coast of Mexico 

Ahwahnee Tom & Kathy Edwards Port Charlotte, Florida 

Imi Loa Devon Quinn & Rowan Madix Alameda, CA 

Kailani David & Christy Dykkesten Panama 

Lungta Dan Finkelstein & Kathy Mitchell Sea of Cortez, Mexico 

Moonshadow Richard Sandefur & Anita Melbo Trinidad 

Nashira Mike Floyd Crescent City, CA 

Perpetua Pat & Susan Canniff Mazatlan, Mexico 

Pied-A-Mer III Eric & Pam Sellix San Diego 

Rolling Thunder Bruce, Jan & Max Payne San Carlos, Mexico 

Silvergirl Bob Hulegard & Robin Fouche Newport Beach, CA 
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Member Websites 

 
Adagio:  http://sailblogs.com/member/turningleft/ 
Ahwahnee:  http://www.sailblogs.com/member/voyage_continued/ 
Julia Max:  http://www.sailblogs.com/member/juliamax/  
Perpetua blog: http://www.sailblogs.com/member/our_journeys/   
Perpetua Pictures:  http://imageevent.com/our_journeys/ 
Lungta:  http://www.lungtalife.com/blog 
Pied-a-Mer III http://www.sailblogs.com/member/sesesail/ 
Sequoia:  http://www.svsequoia.com/ 
 

	  
	  
	  
	  

Calling all Blogs 

 
Do you have a website or blog for your sailboat?  We’d like to expand this section to 
include all of our members who have cruising websites and blogs, whether they are now 
cruising or not.  Please let us know, and we’ll add yours in this section. 
 
Or maybe you update friends about your travels from Facebook?  If you’d be willing to 
accept SIYC members as “friends,” tell us how to connect with you on Facebook. 
 
Please send website, blog or Facebook information to Barbara Johnston. 
 

Touch with our Cruising Members 

 
In order to keep our great reports coming in, we need to let these cruisers know that 
their reports are appreciated.  So when you see a cruiser who has written something 
special for our newsletter, be sure to say something.  If the cruiser is far away, they’d 
love to hear from you, and to know that their reports are appreciated. 
 
As Marianne wrote in the SIYC Newsletter last May, about a former club member: 

“He wrote several articles for the newsletter during his travels and said he was 
always disappointed that even though his stories were published, he never had 
any feedback from the editors or members. He felt he was writing to a void. 

“I was wondering if we thank those sailors who send in their stories or if the 
members might need to know that those travelers would like to hear from our 
members who do read the stories.  

“Seems so simple and a way to stay in touch.” 

 

http://sailblogs.com/member/turningleft/
http://www.sailblogs.com/member/juliamax/
http://www.sailblogs.com/member/our_journeys/
http://imageevent.com/our_journeys/
http://www.lungtalife.com/blog
http://www.sailblogs.com/member/sesesail/
http://www.svsequoia.com/
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CRUISING REPORTS 
	  
	  
From Richard Sandefur, S/V Moonshadow 
	  

 “Good morning Trinidadians and fellow cruisers!  Welcome to the Trinidad 
cruiser information net. Are there any emergencies, security issues or 
overdue vessels?”  This is the perky voice we hear  at 8:00 every morning on 
the VHF radio.  Moonshadow is tugging at her lines and making squeaking 
noises like a ship. A brown pelican is drying his wings on a piling just aft. 
Small yellow Orioles  flit about, landing on Moonshadow’s lifelines in hope 
of wayward crumbs from a single hander. A 90 foot gaffer woody, flying a 
flag from St Vincent has arrived overnight and is at the customs dock 
awaiting clearance. The sun has been up for 2½ hours and promises to be 
another hot, humid day with a chance of afternoon thunder showers. I am 
having coffee and trying to wake up and start projects, right after catching  
up on current events from  BBC World Service radio.  Something about 
special coverage of a debate in Denver? 
 
 A few days ago during the morning VHF net someone broke in with a pan- 
pan.  They were at anchor just outside the marinas and were hit by a large 
Chinese fishing vessel which was trying to maneuver into a haul out facility.  

Fortunately there were no injuries and the damage was confined to a crushed dinghy.  
   
A fishing co-op lies at the end of the narrow bay. The fishermen have large open boats with 125 horsepower 
outboards.  They love to zoom by the marinas and through the fleet of anchored boats at 25 knots. Two years 
ago, one of them hit a cruiser in his dinghy.  Not sure the extent of his injuries but, was hospitalized for some 
time.  The operator of the fishing boat had to pay a small fine.  Where is machizmo mouse? 
   
Chaugaramas was the location of a large US naval station 
during WW II and remains an unusual place in that there 
is no town but, five marinas encircling a bay with their 
accompanying boatyard, chandlery, bar/restaurant, and 
store.  It is about five miles from the capital, Port of 
Spain. Most people don’t cruise Trinidad but, come to 
escape the hurricane season and have repairs done.  At 10 
degrees 41 north most of the depressions track farther 
north and is considered “safe” from hurricanes. That said, 
there is currently a large tropical depressions to east of 
here, which we are all monitoring closely. 
    
Moonshadow has awoken from her long summer’s nap in 
reasonable condition.  She has new anti-fouling, polished 
topsides, new batteries and freshly painted boom.  A nice glow on interior wood from mildew beckons for the 
skipper to wash. A new jib was made here on a state-of-the-art computerized cutting table (seriously!)  and fits 
well. 
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After many starts and stops Moonshadow finally has crew, a mature experienced British woman has agreed to 
join me for the trip to the Netherland Antilles, Cartagena Columbia, and Panama Canal.  Not sure why a woman 
with her experience and pedigree would agree to sign on with a sketchy old sea captain with a checkered past.  

Did she not do a simple background check? Does she not 
realize I fly the Jolly Rodger and usually have to leave port 
under cover of darkness?  We plan set sail around 
November 1st. 
   
So, will keep chipping away at projects until time to leave. 
Oh yes! I still have to sew the little raincoats for the sea 
cocks. 
 
Cheers, 
Richard 
SV Moonshadow 
Chaugaramas, Trinidad 
	  

 
	  
	  
From Pam & Eric Sellix, S/V Pied-A-Mer III 

 
Thought we should touch base 
with you and the club.  After 
almost four weeks heading south 
we are staying put for a few days 
in Newport Beach. Robin Fouche 
and Bob Hulegaard are working 
in Corona and living aboard Silver 
Girl here in Newport Beach.  It is 
really nice to be with folks from 
home. 
 
Reciprocals have become very 
important in our new lifestyle and 
the SIYC has certainly allowed us 
to connect with many yacht clubs 
along the way----to say nothing of 
saving some $.  We have found 
almost all of the clubs welcome "out of staters" and we love seeing the SIYC 
burgee hanging in club houses. 

 
We have done a fair amount of sailing which is certainly preferable to motoring.  Our "new to us" used 
spinnaker is still a challenge as we iron out the kinks.  Coming down the coast we saw mostly fishing boats 
rather than recreational boats but many, many whales.  One day we had pods going north and south on either 
side of us it was like sailing down the median of the freeway. 
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Our plan is to be in San Diego the first week in October and then the BaHa-HaHa the end of the month. 
 
Again, hooray for the Sauvies Island Yacht Club! 
 
Pam Sellix 
Pied -a-Mer III 
	  
	  
From Kathy Mitchell & Dan Finkelstein, S/V Lungta 
 
Hi SIYC-ers, 
 
We spent much of our time this 
summer in an anchorage 20 miles 
north of Loreto, called San 
Juanico.  It’s a large bay with lots 
of little nooks and crannies to 
explore.  The terrain is rocky, but 
every cliff face is different, in 
color, texture, features, and 
vegetation.  There are a few 
islets/big rocks in the bay as well, 
providing lots of interesting 
places to snorkel, kayak, and fish.  
We learned how to spear-fish 
here and how to harvest rock 
scallops (although we're not yet 
able to spot them with any 
consistency - they're amazingly 
well-camouflaged!).  We did our 
first scuba dive of this journey at 
one of the off-lying rocks here 
and are looking forward to more!  
The dive compressor we bought on EBay last year is now installed and we’re "commissioning" it, and learning 
how to use it and how to maintain it.   
      
We got some more good advice - and a fortunate piece of material - from a lovely couple we befriended earlier 
in the summer, and now our SSB radio is working reliably.  We updated the grounding path (again!), this time 
using a 4 inch wide strip of copper "foil" instead of a heavy-gauge wire.  This has made all the difference, and 
now we're able to participate in the morning and evening radio "nets" whenever we want.  We've also got it 
hooked up to our computer now, so we can send and receive limited email.  This is huge, because it means that 
we can get daily weather forecasts even when we're out of range of the internet.  Ain't modern technology 
grand!?  The radio email is very slow, but it's nice to know that we can connect with our loved ones even when 
we're in remote places 
 
We've been back and forth between Loreto and San Juanico at least half a dozen times, and find ourselves 
sailing a lot - hooray!  We put up all five sails most of the time now, we've figured out the order in which 
everything needs to happen and a few tricks to make each step go smoothly.  Most of the time the wind is 
moderate, 10-15 knots, but it's not unusual to have a slow period to the day when the winds change direction 
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and go through a nearly flat stage.  We often just bob around until they pick up again, because we're enjoying 
being able to get from point A to point B without even starting the motor.  But we do sometimes have to, 
especially at the beginning or end of the day, if the winds aren't doing what we want.  We won't spend a 
sleepless night on the water just because we don't want to run the engine for an hour or two.  It's quite a change 
from the PNW, where we motored significantly more than we sailed!  But not all days have been mellow.  One 
day we arrived at our anchorage just in front of a front :-), and the winds picked up dramatically just as Dan 
began lowering the anchor.  Before he finished he was drenched from heavy rain and blown around by winds 
over 20 knots.  It didn't last much longer than the period it took to set the anchor, though.  :-0 

 
This whole period has been 
full of unusual "unsettled" 
weather, mostly as a result 
of a series of hurricanes or 
smaller tropical storms that 
have spun up and traveled 
just outside of the Baja 
peninsula.  As they fade 
away, they spread out and 
dump all of the gathered 
moisture over a wide 
expanse, including here on 
the inside of the peninsula.  
We've been hearing all 
summer that it hasn't rained 
here in three years and 
things have been drier than 
usual, but for the last couple 
of months that has all been 
turned on its ear.  We've had 
rain on the boat perhaps a 
dozen times, and we've seen 

nearby clouds with rain below almost every day.  There are "thunder-bumpers" on the horizon most afternoons, 
and many nights we've had a dramatic light-show on the horizon, 
sometimes with an accompanying sound-show.  Several times we've 
seen a really dramatic refraction phenomenon, where swirls of rainbow 
colors appear on a thin backdrop of cloud, usually peeking out from 
behind a big cumulus cloud.  Really beautiful! 
 
 
The result of all this moisture has been a phenomenal burst of life, 
trying to take advantage of the windfall before it disappears again.  The 
hills are completely covered with vegetation, and the cactus don't stand 
out as much as before because there's a surprising amount of bushes 
and other plants that are normally almost invisible.  Many of the plants 
are blooming too!  Recently after another few days of rain there was 
mist in the hills in the morning.  I thought the view could have been 
from Ireland, or maybe the South Pacific - as long as you don't look 
closely enough to see the cactus mixed in!  The other "bloom" that 
we've experienced has been in the insect population, from flies to 
mosquitos to moths to butterflies, the place is crawling!  The variety of 
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moths has been astonishing, and one variety is so large that when it flitters past at night we sometimes mistake 

it for a bat, and have taken to calling them vampire moths.  
The bees that are always seeking fresh water on the boats 
are nowhere to be seen now – surprise, surprise!  The 
nicest swarm of course is the butterflies - there have been 
thousands, or perhaps millions, of small butter-yellow 
butterflies fluttering around for the last few weeks.  Many 
of them seem to be heading east across the Sea.  
Sometimes we see clouds of a few dozen, sometimes just 
a pair.  The pale yellow against the deep blue water is 
really striking! 
 
Sleeping under the stars is one of the real treats of life 
aboard!  We sit out on deck many evenings, talking and 
watching for shooting stars.  We’ve seen a few satellites 
go by and learned to identify a few constellations.  The 
cruising life has a different pace, and we’re adjusting to it 
nicely!  Hope you all had a nice summer and are enjoying 
the transition in the seasons! 
 
Kathy & Dan, S/V Lungta 
 
 
 

 
 
	  
	  
From Mike Floyd, S/V Nashira  
 
We left Astoria on a Saturday, August 4 for California.  We left in the 
morning to cross the Columbia River bar at low slack. We were really 
moving 12mph with current.  
 
There were 3 of us. We were down one crew so somehow I got the 
midnite to 4 am watch.  But my next watch from noon to 4 wasn't so 
bad. We had expected another boat, High Road, to follow us but we 
never saw them. 
 
One of my crew, my friend Bob was new to sailing.   I hadn't seen 
him since high school so it was an adventure for him. Class of 87.   I 
let him steer once we got to Buoy 10. The boat was bumping up and 
down and Bob’s eyes were getting big. He asked is this normal?  I 
told him, “Sure no problem.”  Later he told me I say that a lot.  
 
The first day was great!  We sailed south until dark at approximately 
7 mph then Sunday motored off and on. My other friend David who 
is 60 did great again. Monday it was calm, so we were motoring 
again.  The traffic was low.  Bob was the person who saw the most 
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boats: 4 on one 4-hour watch.  
 
The weather was mostly overcast until Tuesday coming into Crescent City. We saw lots of wildlife. A particular 
seal kept jumping all the way out of the water.  
 
The boat is still in Crescent City. High Road ran out of diesel and had a coast guard tow to Brookings.  
 
I got an offer on the house but maybe it’s too late to sail to Mexico this year?? 
 
Mike on Nashira 38 
 
	  
	  
From Devon Quinn & Rowan Madix, S/V Imi Loa 
 
[This is Part I of Imi Loa’s report – Part II will appear in November’s newsletter – Ed.] 
 
Hello to fellow SIYC members! 
 
We are writing to you from Alameda (an island across a narrow channel from Oakland on the San Francisco 
Bay). We have been here since late August, living aboard at the Marina Village Yacht Harbor. We thought we'd 
send you a recap of our summer adventures. It definitely has been an adventure and we have learned a LOT! 
 
We left St. Helens on June 28th, only 2 weeks behind schedule. Projects completed in the weeks before 
departure included sewing a dodger and bimini, installing a wind vane, installing a new LED anchor light, 
installing a solar panel, installing a windlass, and lots of other smaller projects plus countless trips to West 
Marine, Sexton's, and Columbia Marine Exchange (all a long long way from St. Helens).  The anchor light 
should have been a simple one hour/one trip up the mast job except a wire broke and fell down in the mast when 
removing the old light turning it into a 4 day job with more trips up the mast than we can remember, but in the 
end we got it done and we are now very good at climbing the mast.  
 

The night before crossing the bar we 
stayed at the East Basin. We hoped to 
turn in early since we planned to depart 
at 7am. Unfortunately just as we were 
getting ready to turn in at 10pm a large 
tug pulled in right next to us to do some 
emergency repairs. The repairs took a 
few hours and involved welding, which 
of course meant they were running a loud 
generator in addition to the tug's engines. 
It was pretty noisy but not as bad as the 
powerboat with the generator on its bow 
at Hadley's Landing last Thanksgiving 
Cruise (I'm sure George and Sue on s/v 
Julia Max remember). Anyhow, we 
planned to depart at low tide in time to 
catch the beginning of the flood for our 
bar crossing, but we hadn't counted on 
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the East Basin being so shallow (it was a negative tide). In the morning the water was lower than we expected 
and we were worried about running aground on the way out so we delayed our departure by 2.5 hours. This also 
meant we were fighting the flood the whole way to and across the bar so in the end we were running about 4 
hours behind.  
 
Unseasonal south winds were forecast so we were hoping to do a lot of sailing and head directly to Neah Bay, 
but there was no wind so after we finally got across the bar we continued to motor. By late afternoon the 
forecast south wind materialized so we were having a nice time doing 5 knots sailing wing and wing with our 
new wind vane doing the steering. Yippee!! We were finally sailing in the ocean!! It was pretty chilly even 
sailing downwind but the seas were calm and we were having a great time. At dusk it started to drizzle but we 
were visited by a large pod of dolphins that swam with us for about an hour!! During the evening the wind had 
shifted to the west so we were on a reach with staysail and single reefed main. It was dark so we couldn't see the 
sea state but we had more swell now and we were taking some occasional spray in the cockpit. After dinner 
Devon took the first watch which was pretty uneventful. Rowan came on watch at about 11:30pm and within 
about 15 minutes the wind became strangely warm and began to clock around, with the wind vane steering we 
were suddenly heading south! Rowan had just disconnected the vane and started hand steering when we were 
hit by a squall. The skies opened up and dumped what felt like several inches of very cold rain in a matter of 
minutes and the wind increased dramatically. This was our first time sailing on the ocean, our first time sailing 
at night AND, our first time sailing in a storm. Putting in the second reef at this point would have been very 
difficult (lines are not led to the cockpit) and we were definitely over powered. Not being able to see the sea or 
the sails (it was raining too hard for our spotlight to be much help with either) we decided to drop the sails and 
motor. With Rowan still on watch Devon went below to get some sleep. At this time the wind was still building 
and coming out of the northwest so it was pretty much straight on the nose. The seas continued to build and 
throw us about. Waves were coming from two directions, mostly from the northwest but sometimes there would 
be a roar and a wave would hit us on the beam knocking us over, tossing Rowan about the cockpit and throwing 
a bucket of salt water in her face. I don't know about the crew being fearless but I can say our tiny ship was 
tossed!! 
 
Meanwhile Devon was below trying to sleep in the v-berth. After being thrown into the ceiling several times he 
decided to relocate to the main cabin (what they say about the ends of the boat being uncomfortable at sea turns 
out to be true). We were taking waves on the port side so even without lee clothes he was able to sleep on the 
starboard settee.  Moving about the cabin was difficult due to the jerky (bordering on violent) motion, plus 
much of what had been in the lockers was now freely roaming about the cabin sole. At one point Devon was 
moving through the cabin and grabbed a handhold to steady himself when the boat rolled, suddenly he found 
himself across the cabin still with the handhold in his hand but no longer connected to the boat. Fortunately he 
landed on a settee. 
 
By about 2:30am Rowan was completely exhausted and chilled to the bone so Devon took over at the helm.  
The wind was mostly from the northwest and the mixed swell was from the SW and NW. The rail went into the 
water a couple of times, and the inclinometer was pegged at 45 degrees. The worst wave broke over the bow 
and swamped the cockpit (even rained a little in the cabin), and almost dislodged the dinghy on deck (it shifted 
several inches). The breaking waves are really difficult to navigate in the dark. 
 
By 4am NOAA was forecasting the winds and seas wouldn't improve until late afternoon (we were in a small 
craft advisory for winds and hazardous seas), we had both been up pretty much all night and it was obvious we 
were not going to make it to Neah Bay nonstop. It was time to duck in somewhere and rest; we figured our 
position and plotted our course to Grays Harbor, 35 mile away. Our new heading was SE and we ran with most 
of the swell. The following seas pushed the stern around a bit but it was much more comfortable and we were 
able to make great time. 
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So about 6 or 7 am, Devon decided to peek into the engine room as is the habit. His heart just about stopped, the 
bilge and engine room were flooded!  The prop shaft was rotating under water and spitting seawater 
everywhere. After about a minute or two of electric and manual bilge pump the lower part of the engine was in 
free air again. The problem was the following seas, and our transom hung rudder.  The waves forced water 
through the steering cable fairleads in the steering quadrant compartment. The electric bilge pump was left on to 
deal with this (it was off in the first place because it tends to cycle and we were worried it would burn itself 
out). 
 
Conditions calmed quite a bit as we approached Grays Harbor around 11am, luck was with us and we arrived on 
the flood so the bar was a piece of cake. We found moorage at the Westport Marina, time for a rest and 
refueling. The following afternoon we were surprised and pleased to see fellow SIYC members Ron and Wendy 
on Best Revenge pull into the marina on their way up to Barkley Sound. We had some really good after dinner 
conversation, and they gave us some advice on the approach to get into La Push so we wouldn't need to do 
another overnighter getting to Neah Bay. 
 
Despite the pounding and stuff flying across the cabin the list of damage was short: a broken handhold & we 
lost the cap to our chain pipe because we did not have the shank of the anchor secured well enough and the cap's 
tether snapped (unfortunate because the cap was bronze and will be difficult to replace). But the worst loss, 

almost tragic really, was the french press. It 
made it through the night but broke the 
following morning and it would be over a 
week before we could find another. It was 
tough but somehow we persevered. We 
checked the buoy data for that night and 
found the following: winds 25 gusting to 
over 30 knots, waves were 6-7 feet with a 5 
second period. Probably not too bad for 
seasoned sailors but more than we were 
expecting! 
 
The rest of the trip was much less eventful. 
We hopped up the coast from Westport to 
La Push, spent a few days there waiting on 
weather, and then on to Neah Bay. After 3 
days in there (waiting on weather) we 
finally made it to Port Angeles where we 
ran into some friends of ours from St. 

Helens. After that it was on to the San Juans! We visited 
Lopez Island where we anchored at Mackaye Harbor and then 
Spencer Spit where we walked across the island to Lopez 
Village for some supplies. Fisherman Bay was a little too 
shallow for our liking and we actually watched from the beach 
as a sailboat ran aground trying to get in there.  Next stop was 
Sucia where we anchored in Echo Bay. This was our favorite 
stop, very pretty and protected with some nice trails for 
stretching our legs. Devon took advantage of the nice weather 
to do a little dinghy sailing. From there we went to Roche 
Harbor, a very nice (if expensive) marina with dock hands and 
everything. Roche Harbor was very relaxing and for the first 
time it was warm enough to start our days wearing shorts! 
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After a couple days of the good life at Roche Harbor we spent a few nights anchored at Friday Harbor. This was 
our first time anchoring in 60 feet of water and it took us a few tries, the anchor set fine but we had some 
trouble anticipating where we would end up once we had sufficient scope out. We ended up resetting the anchor 
3 times, not easy with a couple hundred feet of chain and a manual windlass! 
 
By now it was the end of July, we had hoped to make it to the Gulf Islands but didn't want to risk running into 
the fall southerlies. We figured we were good until late August but it seemed to take us forever to get anywhere 
so we played it safe and started to plan the trip back down. 
 
To be continued…. 
 
Devon and Rowan 
s/v 'Imi Loa 
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