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SIYC Gilbert  
River Cruise 
September 
17th & 18th
 
Progressive Cocktail/
Beverage Party
Saturday the 17th  
at 3:00 p.m.

See page 2 for details.

Cruising reports start on page 9.

 Meet 
Laura Dekker 

Saturday, October 8
 5:00 p.m. Bar opens 

6:30 p.m. Taco Dinner Bar 
7:30 p.m. Presentation

Location: Portland Yacht Club 
1241 NE Marine Drive

$15 at the door includes a taco bar dinner. 
RSVP by phoning Portland Yacht Club  

at 503-285-1922.

See page 3 for details.
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Commodore’s Comments,
September 2016

Hi folks,

I hope you had a pleasant 
summer and were able 
to enjoy your boats. It’s 
been a busy season for 
me, so Moonshadow is 
suffering from deferred 
maintenance again. I’ve 
spent a great deal of 
time running the little 
tour boat I captain on 
the Willamette. It is 
interesting being on the 
river as much as I have. 
I’ve gotten to know a few 
of the other boat captains 
and some of the people who live-a-board full time 
at anchor. It’s also interesting just seeing what 
happens on a daily basis on the river, from ships 
coming and going to foreign ports, sailors, jet boats 
and jet skis, tugs and barges, kayaks and board 
paddlers, and families just enjoying themselves.

I am looking forward to hearing your stories about 
your summer sailing adventures. As we begin our 
season, let’s all think about how we can continue to 
make this a club that benefits the members and the 
boating community in general.

Cheers, 
Richard Sandefur 
Commodore 
Sauvie Island Yacht Club

SIYC Gilbert River Cruise 
September 17th & 18th

Progressive Cocktail/Beverage Party
Saturday the 17th at 3:00 p.m.

So, the “rules” behind the progressive cocktail/
beverage party are basically,

• Each boat comes up with a theme  
(could be an island, a movie, a place, 
 an era, anything).

• Each boat serves beverages and hors d’oeuvres 
in keeping with that theme and possibly 
decorates and plays music in keeping with 
the theme. There is no requirement that the 
beverages be alcoholic, but if they are, it would 
be nice to be able to serve a “virgin” version for 
the non-drinkers in the group.

• We meet at the first boat at 3:00 p.m. and every 
45 minutes we move to a new boat.

The schedule of boats will be decided and 
announced Saturday at noon. Please let me  
know if you intend to participate.

Kim Taylor 
S/V Kaaluna

Upcoming Club Events: SIYC October Membership Meeting
“Fire Onboard” Part 2 

SIYC Membership Meeting 
October 7th 2016 7pm 
Sauvie Island Acadamy

October Halloween Cruise 
October 22nd -23rd 2016 

Government Island, East Dock

Speaker – Fire Chief Mike Greisen 

Back by popular demand, Fire Chief Mike Greisen 
will be presenting about all the dangers of fire 
aboard out boats. This is a great chance to not 
only learn what you can do, but also practice 
extinguishing a fire. We will be outside for the 
hands on portion, so please dress accordingly.
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Laura Dekker 
Speaks in Portland

The youngest ever to solo circumnavigate is 
coming to Portland this October. While in town she 
will present her incredible story at Portland Yacht 
Club Saturday, October 8th. SIYC members and 
friends are invited to come to the event. Please 
make reservations.

This Dutch woman is now married and lives in 
New Zealand. She started her journey at age 14 
but planning started when she was 11. Can you 
imagine your child coming to you at age 11 and 
saying, “Dad, I want to be the youngest to sail 
around the world.” Her father was supportive 
but told Laura he didn’t have the means and she 
would have to seek sponsorship. A year later she 
approached her father again and told him she had 
written letters and now had sponsorship. That is 
just the beginning of her story as a family court in 
the Netherlands stepped in and sought jurisdiction 
of Laura. One must see and hear her in person to 
take measure of her determination and true grit 
which can and has inspired others of all ages.

“One Girl One Dream” is the book Laura has 
written, it is available at Powells downtown and 
online. Jullian Schlesinger directed and produced 
“Maidentrip,” an award winning and Oscar 
nominated documentary film of Laura’s exploits.

Cost is $15 at the door which includes a taco  
bar dinner. You can make reservations by  
phoning Portland Yacht Club at 503-285-1922  
or emailing events@portlandyc.com. 

The bar will open at 5:00 p.m., dinner is 
at 6:30 p.m. and the presentation will start at  
7:30 p.m. PYC is located 1241 NE Marine Drive.

RSVP asap as her previous event sold out 
and PYC scheduled this new date.

John Colby 
Commodore 
Portland Yacht Club

2016 
Lifesling Training

July marked the third time the SIYC has given a 
comprehensive training on man overboard recovery 
using the Lifesling system. 20 Club members and 
six guests participated and by all accounts it was a 
successful learning experience, not to mention a fun 
warm-weather cruise. 

In Class

The classroom session 
was held again at 
Flightcraft at PDX 
thanks to our own 
Bryan Robbins, who 
helped tremendously 
with the setup and 
food as well as giving 
a very interesting tour 
of the facility. Margaret 
Pommert was the guest 
speaker and brought 
both a fresh energy and 
ready knowledge to her 
presentation. Many thanks 
to the Sailing Foundation 
for sending her!

At the Dock

The second and third 
parts of the training were 
held at Sand Island and 
this is where the lessons learned were driven home 
by actual practice. We first practiced recovering a 
MOB while tied to the dock. This exercise focused 
attention on the details of deploying the LIfesling, 
rigging the hoisting tackle, and actually getting the 
MOB back on deck. We were fortunate to have 
as volunteer “victims” Paul Wise, Mark Kloepfer, 
and guests Mark Downing and Fern Elledge. Most 
folks did very well, while a few had issues with the 
hoisting tackle such as not getting it high enough to 
lift the MOB over the rail.

(Continued)
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had to make repeated 
circles to get the job 
done. This maneuver is 
different for every boat 
and also depends on 
the sailing conditions. 
Fortunately, this can 
be practiced any time 
without outside help, 
and all participants 
agreed that further 
practice was needed.

Unusual Difficulties

The weekends sailing also included some 
unprecedented difficulties. No less than three boats 
had to return to the dock without benefit of the 
motor, one due to engine failure and the others due 
to oversailing their Lifesling lines and fouling their 
props. With the usual river current flowing and an 
opposing wind of 15-20 knots the dockings were a 
problem, and one boat suffered damage from hitting 
a piling. There were several lessons to be learned:

• When performing Lifesling MOB retrieval, it is 
essential to not sail over the floating line, and 
equally important to not engage the engine 
after having done so. In this case, both props 
were cleared at the dock, although one required 
a quick scuba dive.

• Maneuvering under sail without the assistance 
of the engine is a basic boat-handling skill, but 
one which most of us haven’t practiced since 
our dinghy sailing days. In this case, with the 
effects of the wind apparently stronger than the 
current, the boats attempted to sail downwind,

It is clear that there is room for more training and 
practice. We will discuss the possibilities at a  
future Club meeting.

Craig Johnston 
S/V Sequoia

Ray and Alicia proved a 
point that the MOB could 
be retrieved directly with 
the main halyard winch, 
thereby claiming the 
fastest recovery time. 
(Note that many of us 
don’t have the muscle 
power to directly winch 
up the MOB with the main 
halyard winch!)

The MacGyver prize for 
self-help had to go to 
Fern. As one participant prepared to hoist her, the 
shackle for connecting the hoisting tackle to the 
Lifesling line came adrift and quickly disappeared 
into the river. Fern helped save herself by removing 
her homemade soft-shackle bracelet and handing 
it over to replace the lost shackle. The bracelet, 

made of 3/16” spectra, 
is actually capable of 
supporting thousands of 
pounds load but was also 
very attractive in a salty 
way. Way to go Fern!

On the Water

The sailing part of 
the training involves 
maneuvering the boat to 
deliver the Lifesling to 
the MOB, which in our 
case was a large fender 
tied to a bucket. In theory 
this involves two quick 
turns around the MOB, 
after which the sails are 
doused and the MOB 
pulled to the boat. Our 
trainees only had to get 
the Lifesling line to touch 
the MOB/fender. This 
turned out to be harder 
than it looks and most 

2016 Lifesling Training (continued)
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Recipe of the month: 
Tabouleh

By Barbara Johnston, S/V Sequoia

One challenge of preparing for passages is meal 
planning. You need to have all the necessary 
ingredients on hand, and some idea of what you’ll 
serve for various meals and in various sea states. 
For lunch and dinner, one of my go-to strategies 
is to have three or four salads going at a time. 
Sometimes lunch is three scoops of salad on a 
lunch plate – one scoop of each of three or four 
different kinds. We might start out a passage with 
purchased deli versions of coleslaw, potato salad 
and three-bean salad. But a few days into the 
passage, as the deli versions run out, we’ll start 
substituting new salads (a new one each day) – a 
ramen/cabbage salad, a carrot-raisin salad, a 
Waldorf salad and this tabbouleh.

Tabbouleh depends on bulgar wheat, commonly 
available in American markets. One high quality 
source of bulgar wheat is Bob’s Red Mill. They 
have a golden and a brown version – both high 
quality, and equally desirable. But once you get 
outside of the United States, it gets harder to find. 
Bulgar wheat, it turns out, is cracked wheat that 
has been softened and cooked a bit. Bulgar wheat 
hydrates by simply covering it with cold water for 
half an hour. With cracked wheat, you have to use 
hot water, and perhaps leave it longer, judging the 
tenderness by taste. 

In 2011, preparing for passage from La Paz to 
Hawaii, I spent one entire day looking for bulgar 
or cracked wheat. I learned that the likely shop to 
have such a thing was a semillera (a seed store). 
The semillera has big bags or bins of various types 
of grain that are sold in bulk, plus things like cereal 
mixes, dog food and various spices. Neither of the 
two (miles apart) semilleras in La Paz had bulgar 
wheat or cracked wheat. But I did find whole-grain 
wheat at the larger semillera. It turns out that you 
have to soak the whole grain wheat overnight, then 
boil it for ½ hour or more. Then it is more or less like 
hydrated bulgar wheat, and you can start this  
recipe from there (omitting the water).

A word about herbs: The ideal combination of 
chopped leafy herbs is half parsley and half mint. 
Both keep for a long time refrigerated. You can 
substitute other available leafy herbs such as 
cilantro or basil (yielding a taste that is quote 
different). Even dried herbs can be used, but you 
won’t get the same bright green color in the salad. 

All of the measurements in this recipe can be varied 
quite a bit, depending upon what you have on 
hand, and your tastes. Some people prefer more 
veggies and less grain. You might consider adding 
some different finely chopped vegetables such as 
radishes or cucumbers. I have even seen recipes 
recently that suggest substituting cooked quinoa  
for the hydrated bulgar wheat. 

For purposes of this basic tabbouleh recipe, I’m 
going to assume you have bulgar wheat on hand.

TABOULEH RECIPE

1 cup bulgar wheat 
1 cup water 
1 cup chopped tomatoes 
1 cup chopped leafy herbs (see text above)  
¼ cup olive oil 
¼ cup lemon or lime juice (approximately 5 small   
 limes make ¼ cup) 
¼ cup chopped scallions, chives and/or onion 
  or more depending on your taste. 
1-3  garlic cloves, minced or crushed

Salt and pepper to taste

Put the wheat and water together in a bowl and let 
it stand 30 minutes. Mix in all the other ingredients. 
Refrigerate for a few hours to allow the flavors to 
blend. It’s even better the next day!
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SIYC Minutes of the 
 General Membership Meeting

September 9, 2016

At 8:30 pm the meeting was called to order by 
Commodore Richard Sandefur. The only other officer 
present was Vice-Commodore Gabrielle Dowding. There 
was no treasurer’s report in the absence of Treasurer 
Jenny Bruning. Barbara Johnston served as secretary in 
Secretary Kim Taylor’s absence.

One guest was present: Barry Rumsey, who is living 
aboard his recently-purchased C&C 35.

Vice-Commodore/Program Chair Gabrielle Dowding 
queried the members as to whether they like the 
September format of full-dinner potluck followed by 
business meeting. The thought is that many people are 
still out cruising, or are in transition between home and 
cruising, so the attendance doesn’t generally warrant a 
full program. Everyone present agreed that this was a 
good plan.

Gabrielle then outlined the programs planned for the 
year. The programs will be split about half-and-half 
between cruising stories and technical programs. In 
October, there will be a fire prevention and control 
program with a fire extinguisher demonstration. 
November will be a panel discussion of provisioning for 
long distance cruising, including provisioning in foreign 
ports. Also planned is the second half of Kevin Ritz’s 
presentation about preventing and dealing with electricity 
leakage into the water. (We heard the first half last year).

Alicia Watkins and Muki Kerr, who are in charge of the 
newsletter reported that with Muki’s graphic art input, the 
September newsletter is looking great, and should be out 
within a few days.

Kim and Chris Taylor will be hosting the Gilbert River 
cruise scheduled for September 17&18. The theme will 
be “Progressive Cocktail Party” with each boat coming 
up with a theme (could be an island, a movie, a place, 
an era, anything) and each boat serving beverages and 
hors de oeuvres in keeping with that theme and possibly 
decorating the boar and playing music in keeping with 
the theme. There is no requirement that the beverages 
be alcoholic, but if they are, it would be nice to be able to 
serve a “virgin” version for the non-drinkers in the group. 
The party is planned for a series of 45 minute boat visits, 
starting at 3:00.

Craig Johnston described the July Lifesling training, 
which had 20 club-member participants and 6 non-
member participants. This is the third time SIYC has 

presented this training. The training started with a 
classroom session at Flightcraft, led by Craig and 
Margaret Pommert of the Sailing Foundation. Thanks 
to Bryan Robbins for arranging the classroom and 
giving everyone a tour of the Flightcraft facility after 
the class was concluded. The training continued with 
on-the-water sessions at Sand Island on the following 
weekend. Everyone who wished had the opportunity (at 
the dock) to haul a volunteer out of the water using their 
own Lifesling gear (thank-you to the four volunteers!) 
That was followed by sailing exercises to recover a 
“man overboard” stand-in, consisting of a ball-buoy and 
bucket tied together. Most people found these exercises 
more difficult than expected, and two boats had the 
misfortune to run over a line, disabling their engine. 
Some difficulties were encountered getting back to the 
dock, and Craig discussed the advisability of presenting 
a class in the not-too-distant future about non-powered 
boat handling in such situations, including consideration 
of a fairly brisk summer wind and strong currents. There 
was no immediate consensus as to when or how such a 
class might be held.

There were also reports on the Solstice Cruise (a 
circumnavigation of Sauvie Island) which apparently had 
only one participant, and on the Cathlamet Cruise, which 
turned out to be a camping trip. No one took their boat to 
the Cathlamet marina because of adverse weather.

Richard reported on an invitation we’ve been extended 
by Portland Yacht Club to hear speaker Laura Dekker 
at PYC on October 8. She was the youngest to 
circumnavigate at age 16. Details will be published  
in the newsletter.

The October cruise at Government Island will be led 
by Gary Weber. Hosts are still needed for subsequent 
cruises.

Richard discussed the need to start thinking about SIYC 
officers for next year. He does not anticipate continuing 
as commodore. Other officers may or may not continue, 
and new blood is needed to take the club forward. 
Richard urged newer members to come to the board 
meetings and consider whether they might be interested 
in taking on one of the officer roles in the future.

The business meeting was adjourned at about 9 pm, and 
the socializing and dessert-eating continued for about 
another 45 minutes.

Respectfully submitted, 
Barbara Johnston 
Secretary ProTem
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2016-2017 Planning Calendar

SIYC Cruising Boats

General Meetings Board Meetings Cruises

Date/Theme Location Date Location Dates Where/Theme

September 9 
Potluck

Sauvie Island 
Academy September 7 TBD Sept 17-18 Gilbert River Docks

October 7
Sauvie Island 
Academy October 5 TBD Oct. 22-23 Annual Halloween Cruise — 

Government Island East

November 4
Sauvie Island 
Academy November 2 TBD Nov. 19-20 Annual Thanksgiving Cruise 

— Hadley’s Landing

December TBD 
Christmas Party TBD At Christmas  

Party
At Christmas  
Party

Dec 31- 
Jan. 1

New Year’s Cruise 
Coon Island — East Dock

January 6
Sauvie Island 
Academy January 4 TBD Jan. 21 Land Cruise — Englund /  

Astoria Maritime Museum

February 3
Sauvie Island 
Academy February 1 TBD Feb. 11-12 Valentine Cruise 

Coon Island Ease Dock

March 3
Sauvie Island 
Academy March 1 TBD Mar. 18-19 Anchoring Cruise — TBD

April 7
Sauvie Island 
Academy April 5 TBD April 15-16 Navigation Cruise — 

Riverplace Dock

May 5 
Annual Meeting/ 
Dessert Potluck

Sauvie Island 
Academy May 3 TBD May 20-21 Annual Race/Drift 

Cruise — Sand Island

June 3  
Annual Picnic TBD

Boat Name Owners’ Names Location

Adagio Jeff & Jane Woodward San Carlos, MX

Casita Devon Quinn & Rowan Madix
Alameda, CA

LunaSea Frank & RaeAnn Haynes
Santa Catalina, CA

Nashira Mike Floyd
La Paz, BCS, MX

On The Bright Side Taunya 
St. Martin, BVI’s

Penelope Peter & Susan Gierga
San Diego, CA

Pied-A-Mer III Eric & Pam Sellix
Fiji

Shameless Jay & Carolee Tyson
San Jose del Cabo, MX

Silvergirl Bob Hulegard & Robin Fouche
Newport Beach, CA
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Member Websites

CarolMarie: http://www.svcarolmarie.com/

Julia Max: http://www.sailblogs.com/member/juliamax/

Penelope: http://cruisingwithcaptainpeterandtheadmiral.com/

Moonshadow: http://www.voyagemoonshadow.blogspot.com/

Moontide: http://www.svmoontide.com/

On the Bright Side: http://www.svonthebrightside.wordpress.com

Pied-a-Mer III: http://www.sailblogs.com/member/sesesail/

Ranidan: http://persimmonsky.wordpress.com/

Rowena:  http://www.sailblogs.com/member/rowena/

Sequoia: http://www.svsequoia.com/

Shameless:  http://svshameless.com/

SIYC members : Do you have a website or blog for your boat that isn’t listed above? If so, please get 
the information to your trusty editor, Alicia Watkins, aliciawatkins@gmail.com, and we’ll make sure your 
website or blog is included in future issues of the newsletter.

Sunset in Davis Bay, Canadian Gulf Islands. Photo by Alicia Watkins.
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Eric & Pam Sellix, S/V Pied-A-Mer III 

Hello to all,

We are back in Fiji after our passages from Brisbane to New 
Caledonia and New Cal to Fiji. The first night out on our Noumea, 
New Cal to Fiji passage my iPad died. It was 0230, all was good, I 
was reading a “mindless mystery” and suddenly the screen went 
blank and black. I had checked the charge prior to my watch, it 
was 98%, I had not dropped it, gotten it,wet or otherwise abused 
it. Nothing that we did would bring it back to life. So-o-o, until we 
are somewhere where I can have it checked out----all is gone! It 
may be New Zealand before I find someone to look at it. Will I be 
able to retrieve all that is in it? What I wouldn’t do to be in Sydney 
at the gigantic Apple Store! 

In addition to my iPad the boat also suffered on this Fiji passage. We were, as everyone has said, “going the 
wrong way”. The winds were not bad, 15-25 kt with gusts to 30 but the sea state was nasty. Hatches and 
windows that had never leaked were bombarded with salt water and leaked. A seam in our main ripped, the 
stitching on our port trampoline gave out, a bolt broke on the stanchion that held our outboard and, of course, 

the “generator from Hell” was leaking oil. We arrived at Vuda 
Marina and immediately began contacting the appropriate 
folks to put us back together. Vuda is on the western side 
of Viti Levu, between Nadi and Lautoka. The marina is small 
but excellent repair work is locally available. In addition 
to getting the boat back in ship shape, we are enjoying 
spending time with other cruisers. It’s really so much fun 
seeing people connect and reconnect. Many, actually most, 
of the folks here at the marina spent last cyclone season in 
New Zealand so they are reconnecting. We are enjoying time 
with a couple from Seattle that we hadn’t seen since 2012, 
a Swedish boat that we met in 2014 in the A9 anchorage in 
San Diego and......a couple that we hiked with in Hiva Oa, 
French Polynesia. We have weekly potlucks on Pied-a-Mer 
so we all have a chance to see and visit with each other.

Last year when we were in Fiji we were only at Vuda Marina and at 
anchor at Musket Cove on Malolo Lailai in the Mamanuca Group. 
This year, once work is completed, we will have until late October/
early November to explore Fiji waters and islands.

Cheers!  
Eric & Pam Sellix 
S/V Pied-A-Mer III  
Fiji

CRUISING REPORTS
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Jeff & Jane Woodward, S/V Adagio 

Dear SIYC Friends,

When we arrived back in San Carlos last spring at the end of our 
Mexican winter cruise we had an engine knock. Two different 
mechanics recommended that we rebuild the engine. The oil 
sample analysis from the last oil change of the season confirmed 
the need for the rebuild. It came back with high iron, chromium, 
and aluminum numbers. 

Adagio’s engine doesn’t come out of the boat in one piece. So 
we left the boat in our mechanic’s care. Omar disassembled 
the engine and took each part out of the boat and to his shop. 
Cylinder head, heat exchanger, water pump, and so on until he 
was down to the bare block. The block fits through the companionway to where a crane can pick it off the 
boat. Once he had the engine out of the boat and in his shop, he had the boat moved to the storage yard. In 
order to save the cost of moving the boat in and out of storage, (about $200), we will wait until we are close 
to recommissioning the boat for next winter’s cruise before we start moving the rebuilt engine parts back into 
the boat.

Once Omar had the engine in his shop he did the tear down and sent us a shopping list. The required engine 
parts are not readily available in Mexico, so it was my job to buy what was needed and get it shipped down to 
San Carlos, Mexico. We first checked with a local marine engine shop here in Portland. Our engine is a 48 hp 
Volvo MD-22 L- BT, which is built on a Perkins M-50 block and marinized by Volvo. Through the local shop 
the parts totalled $3000 and would take 6 weeks delivery time. Direct shipment to Mexico was not possible. 
We would have to receive the parts then re-ship to Mexico. DHL quoted us a charge of $200 to $300.

We asked our marine surveyor for suggestions and were advised to check out an online supplier, 
Parts4engines, located in Sheffield, England.

Parts4engines did their part well. The only problem was an eight hour time zone difference that made it 
necessary to either get up really early to email or Skype or to wait a day for a response. It took a while to learn 
to navigate their website. But once I learned my way around it I found a wealth of information. Good graphics, 
etc. It was easy to get a hold of a real human being on Skype to get my questions answered and to get details 
worked out. Everyone I contacted at Parts4engines was knowledgeable and helpful. They accepted Visa for 
payment. We were able to get the parts we needed shipped direct to Mexico for a total of $800. Less than a 
third of the cost going through the local Portland supplier.

After I placed the order with Parts4engines it took about two weeks for the parts to ship and to get through 
aduana (Mexican customs). It was a good thing I was proactive or we might never have gotten our stuff out of 
the Custom’s Black Hole. I followed the progress of the order shipment both on Parts4engines website and 
on DHL’s package tracking site. The package went from Sheffield, England to Cincinnati in about a day. And 
from Cincinnati to Hermosillo in a half day. It was supposed to go from Hermosillo to Guaymas, about  
70 miles, but the tracking information showed it stuck in Hermosillo. After seeing no movement for three days, 
I called the DHL 800 number and actually got hold of a guy here in the States somewhere (you never know 
where the guy’s office is when you are on the phone these days). Anyway the guy had lived in Guaymas and 
so was familiar with what I was trying to do. The DHL guy advised me to have my Mexican mechanic call 
the Mexican DHL office to get things moving. It turned out the problem was with aduana, the Mexican 
customs agent.

CRUISING REPORTS

(Continued)
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CRUISING REPORTS

Jeff & Jane Woodward, S/V Adagio (Continued)

It took a day or two just to get things started. The 
aduana guy wanted a packing list, the tax I.D. number 
of the sender, and the physical address of the package 
recipient. Back at the beginning of this adventure, 
Omar, my mechanic told me to have the package 
addressed to the DHL office in Guaymas rather than his 
shop address. Turns out that may have been a mistake. 

Of course the packing list, and the tax I.D. number was 
on the package. The aduana guy was just too lazy, 
too confrontational, or too inept to see it. We sent him 
the info anyway. Then Omar said the aduana guy 
started asking all sorts of additional questions. Why 
was the package being sent to Omar and not to 
me? What sort of car were these parts for? Were 
these parts for resale? Etc. So we emailed Omar a copy of pages from the latest insurance survey done in 
San Carlos with pictures of the engine in the boat and descriptions of it. Also a copy of the T.I.P. (Temporary 
Import Permit for the boat). The T.I.P. includes information on the engine. And we sent copies of our 
permanent resident Mexican Visas. About ten days later aduana released the shipment and Omar was able to 
pick up the package. He says all the parts look good, and he will start rebuilding the engine in his shop. If he 
finds any problems with the parts he will let us know by Skype or email.

I should also mention that we anticipated an import tax. In theory the boat’s T.I.P. should allow us to import 
parts necessary to maintain our boat in the same condition it was in at the time we crossed the border into 
Mexico. But we have found that theory and actuality are often two different things when dealing with Mexican 
bureaucracy. The Mexican import tax is 16%. So we sent Omar a money gram to cover that tax. We have not 
heard from Omar what he had to pay, if anything.

That’s how things stand now. Keep your fingers crossed that we are done with complications and the 
rest of the preparations for next winter’s cruise goes smoothly.

All our best to you and yours, 
Jeff and Janie Woodward 
S/V Adagio 
San Carlos, Mexico

View of San Carlos Bay, Sonora, México 
Photo: Vhlafuente at en.wikipedia

If you enjoyed the stories from these cruising members of Sauvie Island Yacht Club, please say so. 
Sometimes the cruisers comment that they feel like they are sending their articles into a black hole, and they 
never get any feedback. Let’s all make an effort to let them know they are appreciated. If you see them, say 
something. If they are still out cruising, send them an email. If you have questions for them, do ask – it may be 
the seed for an interesting future report. – Ed


