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SAUVIE ISLAND YACHT CLUB 
NEWSLETTER 

P.  O.  Box 2524, Portland, OR 97208-2524     www.siyc.org No. 342, September, 2013 

Cruise Weekend 
The September Cruise will rendezvous at 
the Gilbert River Docks. The food theme is 
Mexican.  Join your hosts, Ed and Sarah 
Daugherty on Saturday and Sunday, 
September 21st and 22nd. See details inside 
at page 2. 
 

General Meeting 
Friday,  October 6,  201 3 

(First Friday of each month at Sauvie Island Academy) 
7:30 Business meeting 
8:00 Refreshments 
8:15:  Captain Captain Ron Micjan, of 

Columbia River Marine Assistance makes a 
presentation entitled “Safely Crossing the 
Columbia River Bar.”  More details inside, 
page 2.   

This month’s cruising reports (11 
pages in all!) start on page 10. 

In this Issue 
Two Portland circumnavigators – including 
our own Richard Sandefur and Anita Melbo 
aboard Moonshadow – return to Portland on 
the same day.  Page 3. 
Fishing for Albacore from a cruising 
sailboat.  Craig Johnston tells us about his 
fishing strategies, and describes a four-day 
August 2013 fishing trip aboard S/V 
Sequoia.  Page 4. 
 

http://www.siyc.org/
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Commodore’s Comments  
 
What Kind of a Yacht Club Do You Want? 
As another great NW summer comes to a 
close and we start our new year of SIYC 
activities, I am thinking about the future of the 
SIYC.   
 
Compared to 10 years ago, attendance at 
meetings and cruises is down as many older 
members have moved out of boating.  We 
have added new members at the rate of about 
3 boats per year, which is bringing in new 
blood and enthusiasm.  But members who join 
and immediately head south don’t participate in 
the local activities. We are at a smaller than 
optimum size right now, particularly when 
considering boats and owners active on the 
Columbia River.  Growing the Club will make 
for more interesting activities and give us more 
budgetary flexibility. 
 
What do you want the SIYC to be?  Will we 
attract more new members if we become more 
Portland-centric?  Or do we just need more 
marketing exposure and recruiting? Would you 
like to see more summer activities? The 
Lifesling/MOB training, with the SIYC in 
conjunction with OWSA members, was well 
attended, educational, and lots of fun.  Are our 
program speakers sufficiently interesting?  Do 
you want more education, more environmental 
talks, or more cruiser stories?  Stories of 
distant locales or more accessible Pacific NW 
cruises? 
 
I will be putting together a questionnaire for all 
SIYC members to fill out regarding their 
preferences and ideas for the future of the 
Club.  When you get the email, I hope you will 
give it your serious attention.  I believe the 
SIYC can grow and become more robust, but I 
think we will need to do some things differently 
to reach that goal.   
 
In the meantime, enjoy your time on the water;  
it is special. 
 
Craig Johnston, Commodore 

 

This month’s cruise: Gilbert 
River, September 21-22 
 
Our traditional destination for September is the 
Gilbert River docks, along the Multnomah 
Channel, near the north end of Sauvie Island.  
This year the cruise will be hosted by Ed and 
Sarah Daugherty aboard Hokuloa.   The theme 
is Mexican – Bring your potluck contributions 

for the group 
dinner on the dock 
and for the group 
breakfast on 
Sunday morning. 
 
If you come from 
Portland through 
the Multnomah 

Channel, stay alert for shallow depths near 
Coon Island.  Tides have a significant impact 
this time of year, so you might time your transit 
for high tide. 
 
Questions?  Call Ed or Sara at 503-774-3381 
 

Captain Ron Micjan to speak at 
October membership meeting. 

 

Our next SIYC membership meeting, on 
Friday, October 6, promises to be an 
interesting one.  Captain Ron Micjan, of 
Columbia River Marine Assistance, will speak 
to us about crossing the Columbia River Bar.  
This is something that’s important for every 
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skipper who hopes to cruise beyond the 
Columbia River ought to know.  Captain Ron 
will tell us what to look out for, and how to find 
the best times for making the crossing safely. 
 

Two Portland Yachts Circle the 
World, Take Different Routes 
but Finish Together! 

 
By John Colby, Iris, Hylas 42 
Reprinted from Freshwater News, by 
permission 
 

A few minutes past noon on the clear, warm 
and beautiful summer Sunday of August 4, two 
sailboats slipped through the opened 
Vancouver railway bridge then under the I-5 
Bridge.  Moonshadow and Iris looked like any 
other local boats powering up river that day, 
perhaps returning from a downriver cruise.  
Both had the homeport of Portland clearly 
written on their transoms.  The only visible 
difference was that each carried a string of 
flags from their mastheads. 
 

Upon closer inspection, the flags were those 
from different countries.  And indeed they were 
our courtesy flags representing many of the 
countries we had visited sailing around the 
world.  Neither boat had been home for a 
number of years, but no one noticed us until 
we were closer to our slips.  Moonshadow, an 
Alajuala 38 owned and operated by Richard 
Sandefur and Anita Melbo, was heading back 

to Tomahawk Bay marina, from where it had 
departed in June 1999 and where they had 
lived aboard the year before leaving.  Iris, a 
Hylas 42, owned and operated by John and 
Janet Colby, left Portland Yacht Club in June 
2006.  Shortly after clearing the I-5 Bridge we 
took more photos of one another then 
Moonshadow peeled off and entered its 
marina.  Iris continued around the east end of 
Hayden Island and entered the North Portland 
Channel and then our slip at PYC. 
 
We hadn’t sailed together except briefly in the 
southern Caribbean.  In fact, we had no idea of 
the other’s existence until the summer of 2012.  
Then, by pure coincidence, we both docked at 
a small marina in Trinidad.  “Are you really 
from Portland?” I asked Richard.  When he 
answered in the affirmative and explained that 
he too was sailing around the world we had a 
few beers.  Richard further told me that he had 
gone to SE Asia then across the northern part 
of the Indian Ocean then up the Red Sea to the 
Med.  There in the Med, Anita decided not to 
finish the trip and Richard had taken on crew 
for each of his passages home.  Rather than 
going over the top of Australia, going west 
around the world, Iris had gone around the 
south side then stayed south of the Equator 
crossing the Indian Ocean before rounding 
South Africa.  Janet too had not sailed the 
entire way, although she had sailed more than 
16,000 miles.  I had made two passages alone 
and sailed the eastern Caribbean alone, but 
mostly had crew, many from Portland Yacht 
Club.  They included Bruce Bloch, Bob Martin, 
Jack Fawcett, Lee Peterson and Craig 
Shambaugh. 
 
Moonshadow and Iris had left Trinidad together 
and we both sailed to the Dutch Island of 
Bonaire off the Venezuela coast.  Moonshadow 
went on to Cartagena, Colombia from Bonaire.  
Janet and I stopped at the Dutch island of 
Curacao before meeting up with Moonshadow 
there in Columbia where we both stayed at the 
same dock in downtown Cartagena.  We met 
m=once more at Portobelo, Panama, but then 
kept in contact by email.  So when I limped into 
Honolulu in late May with a broken headstay 
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there was Richard, again by coincidence, on 
the Hawaii YC visitor’s dock directing me 
where to tie up. 
 
Somewhere along the line Richard mentioned 
to me how cool it would be if we entered 
Portland together.  Because of a prior 
commitment of his crew Richard was able to 
leave Hanalei Bay only 6 days before I did.  
We were in SSB radio contact nearly the whole 
way home to Astoria and then up the river by 
VHF.  Then we met outside Willow Bar on the 
PYC outstation that Sunday morning and 
finished together. 

 
SIYC Clothing & Accessories 

For 2013 to 2014 
 
    Port Authority 
        Competitor Jacket............$42.00 
            Wind and water resistant 
            Adult JP54 
    Sport Tek 
        Fleece 1/4 Zip Pullover.....$46.00 
            F247 
        Ladies Tech Fleece Full-Zip 
            Hooded Jacket.............$48.00 
            L248 
 
Call Sarah for color choices: 503-774-3381 
 
A check made out to "SIYC" needs to 
accompany orders. 
 
Mail checks to Sarah Daugherty, see roster for 
mailing address or give her your order at the 
next SIYC meeting. 

 
Albacore Fishing Off the Coast 
 
 By Craig Johnston,  

S/V Sequoia, Outbound 44 
 

Every summer, migratory fish runs make for 
some great local fishing.  No, I am not talking 
about salmon or steelhead, but albacore tuna.  
Compared to the many hours of rod time for 

each salmon caught, tuna fishing is much more 
productive.  And the tuna are healthy (they 
aren’t old enough to have dangerous levels of 
mercury) and definitely a gourmet treat to eat. 
Cruisers who have made passages in the 
tropics know the excitement of trolling a lure as 
they sail and catching mahi-mahi, yellowfin 
tuna, ono (wahoo) and other warm-water 
gamefish.  But those fish rarely are found this 
far north.  Albacore, on the other hand, come 
north for the abundant bait fish and are found 
offshore of Oregon and Washington every 
summer.  The general rule is that the water 
needs to be over 59°F, and deeper than 100 
fathoms. 
 
For the past 6 years, every time we have taken 
Sequoia up or down the Oregon coast in the 
summer and trolled a tuna jig, we have caught 
a fish. These are sizeable, too, running 25-27 
pounds of powerful fish with almost all good 
meat.  In 2012 and again this year I made a 
special short trip with some fishing buddies and 
after spending 36 hours offshore came home 
with three fish, not to mention having a nice trip 
down the river and an offshore sail. 
 
The gear:  There are two basic ways to troll for 
tuna:  either with a rod and reel or a hand line.  
Rod and reel fishing is more exciting, with a big 
adrenaline rush when the fish hits and a 
greater likelihood of landing your catch.  The 
rod should be a short, heavy boat pole, 
preferably with ceramic guides and a roller tip.  
The reel should be large and strong, such as a  
Penn 309 or Senator, filled with strong line –I 
use 85 lb. test Spectra line.  It is necessary to 

have at 
least 300 
yds of line 
on the 
spool.  The 
other 
approach 
is cheaper 
and 
induces 
less of a 

fire drill when a fish is on.  It consists of 300 ft. 
of 300 lb. test tuna line (about 1/8” diameter 

tel:503-774-3381
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hard nylon line), with a shock-cord snubber tied 
to a cleat on the boat.  In either case, the lure 
is a jig about 7” long with one or two big hooks, 
often rigged with wire cable between the 
hooks, and a leader of 100 lb. test nylon 
monofilament. The yellow/green color shown is 
the most common. 
The technique:  The jig is trolled on the 
surface at about 4-7 knots of boat speed –

perfect for sailing!  The jig has a lead weight in 
its head, but even at lower speeds will not go 
more than a few feet below the surface.  At the 
higher end of the speed range, it will leave a 
definite wake.  The jig is let out about 100 
yards behind the boat.  Sailing works fine;  
motoring is also ok but keep the motor speed 
constant, because changes in rpm can spook 
the fish.  Set the click-stop on and the drag just 

tight enough to keep line from paying out.  
When the fish hits, you will know it right away if 
you are using a rod and reel, as line will strip 
off and immediately create an exciting, noisy 
confusion as you simultaneously head into the 
wind (optimally at right angles to the line), roll 
up the jib if it is out, and stop the boat, all while 
bringing in the fish.  A gaff or net is a must, but 
I prefer using a halibut spear, which has a 
detachable head (tied to the boat) that you 
poke through the fish, getting the pole back 
aboard and away from the thrashing fish.  
Trying to pull a fish aboard with the leader will 
probably result in a lost fish and unhappy 
fisherman.  We fillet the fish on the spot.  Each 
fish produces four large loins, which we cut at 
least in half, vacuum bag, and put in the 
freezer.  Putting the fish in a fishbox with 
crushed ice would be even easier, but who has 
room on a sailboat for a 3’ ice chest? 
Where and when:  we only fish during 
daylight, as boating and cleaning a 26 lb. tuna 
is something I don’t want to do at night.  The 
best times seem to be the first and last few 
hours of daylight, 6:30-9:30 AM and 4:00-7:00 
PM here in the summer.  You will need to go 
out at least 30 miles offshore, and probably 40 
or more.  It is a good idea to check on the 
internet and with tackle shops (such as 
Englund’s Marine in Astoria) to get the latest 
info.  This summer, we caught fish 30-40 miles 
straight out from the mouth of the Columbia in 
water that was 64 °F at the surface. 
Because of the distances involved and the 
speed of our boats, the best trip is probably 
one where you cross the bar on a flood tide, 
ideally in the morning, and head offshore as 
fast a possible.  Fish until dark, then sail or 
heave to for the night, starting back in time to 
hit the other side of the flood the next day.  For 
Sequoia, this makes for a minimum trip of 4 
days from St. Helens and back.  
 
On this year’s trip I was joined by our own 
Rudy Marchesi, my friend Mark, and a young 
work acquaintance of his named Ian, and 
having four crew made for easy 3 hours 
watches. On the first night, we stayed at the 
Astoria West Basin marina;  after our overnight 
on the ocean we anchored in Tongue Pt. 
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Lagoon and had a tuna barbecue.   Rudy and 
Ian claimed to be along mostly for the 
experience of crossing the bar (which was a 

total non-event) and sailing offshore, but 
everyone was eager to take his share of the 
fish home at the end of the trip! 
 
Anyone who would like more details on the 
gear or technique should grab me at a 
cruise…I love telling fish stories. 

 
Recipe of the Month 

Crunchy Cabbage-Chicken Salad 
 

By Barbara Johnston, S/V Sequoia 
 
This is one of my favorite recipes for long 
passages.  Make lots; serve it as a main dish 
the first day, then as a side salad for several 
subsequent days.  It’s also a good recipe to 
share at a multi-boat potluck. 
 
½ cabbage, thinly shredded 
1 can chicken (12.5 oz.), shredded 
2 packages Ramen noodles, broken into small 
bits (save flavoring packets for another use). 
2 green onions, sliced 
2 hard boiled eggs, diced 
Small package of slivered almonds 
Salt, pepper to taste 
¼ cup or more of your favorite dressing (I use 
a vinaigrette or Caesar type). 
 
Mix all and refrigerate before serving.  It’s even 
better the next day!  Makes about 10 servings. 

 
If you like to cook, please send us your favorite 
recipe, suitable for preparation aboard, for 
inclusion as a future recipe of the month! 
 

Boat US Membership 

Sauvie Island Yacht Club is a group member of 
Boat US.  We’ve just received a reminder that 
SIYC’s group membership entitles you to $15 
off your own membership.  Use group code: 
GA81077Y  

 
 

Club Business 

 
SIYC Membership Meeting 

September 6, 2013 
The meeting was called to order at 7:30 p.m. 
by Commodore Craig Johnston. Other officers 
present were Vice Commodore Mark Nerczuk, 
Treasurer George Stonecliffe, and Secretary 
Sue Stonecliffe. 
 
Guests: 
Terry and Charing O’Shea introduced 
themselves, happy to find a yacht club for 
cruising sailors. Dallas Hemphill attended his 
4th SIYC activity and will be inducted into the 
club in October following his boat visit. 
 
Mike Floyd spoke a few words about his sailing 
from Crescent City, California to Morrow Bay 
within the last week. He should be in San 
Diego in time for the Baja Ha Ha in late 
October. 
 
Treasurer’s Report: George had a printed 
Budget for 2013-14 available for anyone 
interested in the details. We currently have 
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$2,527.20 in the bank with about 65% of our 
expenses already paid for this year. 5 boats 
have not yet paid their dues. 
 
Committee Reports:  
Programs: Mark has planned for a number of 
interesting speakers including some of our own 
members returning from cruising. 
Newsletter: Barbara will publish the 
September Newsletter shortly and send it to 
our visitors as well as members. 
Refreshments: George and Sue Stonecliffe 
will bring refreshments to the October meeting. 
Website: Mark invited us to write short 
descriptions of the places we have recently 
cruised. 
Cruises: Ed and Sarah Dougherty will host the 
September cruise to the Gilbert River. The 
theme is Mexican. 
 
Craig recapped our very successful Life Sling 
cruise in July. 24 attended the lecture, 18 
participated in the man-overboard drills on 
boats at Sand Island, and 14 completed the 
whole course. Ray and Alicia on s/v Rowena 
are potential new members from the event. 
 
Old Business: Craig reminded us that Boat 
US gives SIYC members a $15 discount on 
their membership. Use our group ID 
#GA810774. 
 
New Business: Commodore Johnston invited 
us all to think of ways to grow the membership 
of our club, find interesting speakers for our 
meetings, and suggest more cruising 
destinations convenient for members located 
around Hayden Island.  
 
The meeting adjourned at 8:15 p.m. Mark and 
Becky gave us a very interesting program 
about cruising from Comox to the Broughton 
Islands in British Columbia. 
  

SIYC Board Meeting 
September 4, 2013 

 
The SIYC Board met at the Johnstons’ home at 
6:30 p.m. 

The Treasurer’s reported 5 members had not 
yet paid their dues and will probably drop their 
membership. Craig suggested we give a 
donation of $75 to the Sailing Foundation in 
appreciation of their support of our Life Sling 
program. Income for the event was $330; 
expenses totaled $189. George pointed out 
that we continue to spend a little more than we 
make each year. Craig will call those who have 
not yet paid their dues. 
 
Prospective new members:  
Dallas and Nori Hemphill from Eugene have 
their boat in St. Helens  
Bob and Karen Naylor 
Terry and Chaning O’Shea 
Jim and Linda Noval need name tags before 
heading south. 
 
Barbara announced that this will be her last 
year as Newsletter Editor. 
Mark needs an October speaker. Ideas for the 
year include: 
Ron Micah, owner of Columbia Towing 
Owner of Lagoon Cove in the Broughtons who 
lives near Mark and Becky 
Multnomah County Sheriff River Patrol 
SIYC members Richard Sandefur and Anita 
Melbo 
Panel presentation on various subjects of 
general interest 
SIYC members Nick and Gail Wigen 
Jeff Woodward from Oregon Dredge 
 
Craig would like to form a subcommittee to 
come up with ideas for growing the club and 
expanding ideas for cruising destinations and 
programs. He is unable to attend the March 
and May membership meetings. 
 
Next Board Meeting: Thursday, October 3 at 
George and Sue’s home. 
 
Respectfully Submitted,  
Sue Stonecliffe, Secretary 
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2013-2014 CALENDAR 
 

GENERAL MEETINGS BOARD MEETINGS CRUISES 
September 6 Sauvie Island 

Academy 
September 4 TBD September 

21-22 
Gilbert River Docks 

October 4 Sauvie Island 
Academy 

October 2 TBD October 
19-20 

Halloween Cruise, East 
Government Island 

November 1 Sauvie Island 
Academy 

October 30 TBD November 
16-17 

Thanksgiving Cruise, Hadley’s 

December 7 Christmas  
Party TBD 

December 7 Christmas 
Party 

December 
28-29 

New Years Cruise,     Coon 
Island 

January 3 Sauvie Island 
Academy 

January 2 TBD January 
TBD 

Land Cruise, 
TBD 

February 7 Sauvie Island 
Academy 

February 5 TBD February 
15-16 

Valentine Cruise, Coon Island 

March 7 Sauvie Island 
Academy  

March 5 TBD March 15-
16 

Anchoring Cruise 

April 4 Sauvie Island 
Academy 

April 2 TBD April 149-
20 

Navigation Cruise 

May 2 Sauvie Island 
Academy 

April 30 TBD May 17-18 Annual Race/Drift Cruise (Sand 
Island) 

June 7 Annual picnic, 
location TBD 

    

 
SIYC CRUISING BOATS – Locations outside of the Pacific Northwest 
 

Boat Name Owners’ Names Location 

Adagio Jeff & Jane Woodward Sea of Cortez, Mexico 

Imi Loa Devon Quinn & Rowan Madix Alameda, CA 

LunaSea Frank & RaeAnn Haynes San Francisco Bay, CA 

Nashira Mike Floyd Morro Bay, CA 

Perpetua Pat & Susan Canniff Mazatlan, Mexico 

Pied-A-Mer III Eric & Pam Sellix Sea of Cortez, Mexico 

Rolling Thunder Bruce, Jan & Max Payne San Carlos, Mexico 

Silvergirl Bob Hulegard & Robin Fouche Newport Beach, CA 

 
Member Websites 

 
Adagio:  http://sailblogs.com/member/turningleft/ 
Julia Max:  http://www.sailblogs.com/member/juliamax/  
Perpetua blog: http://www.sailblogs.com/member/our_journeys/   

http://sailblogs.com/member/turningleft/
http://www.sailblogs.com/member/juliamax/
http://www.sailblogs.com/member/our_journeys/
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Perpetua Pictures:  http://imageevent.com/our_journeys/ 
Moonshadow: http://www.voyagemoonshadow.blogspot.com/ 
Moontide:  http://www.svmoontide.com/ 
Pied-a-Mer III http://www.sailblogs.com/member/sesesail/ 
Ranidan  http://persimmonsky.wordpress.com/ 
Sequoia:  http://www.svsequoia.com/ 
 
 
SIYC members :  Do you have a website for your boat that isn’t listed above ?  If so, please get 
the information to your trusty editor, Barbara Johnston, and we’ll make sure your website is 
included in future issues of the newsletter. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Desolation Sound, as photographed by Jim & Linda Noval aboard S/V Ranidan in August, 2013.  See their full report at page 15.

Other websites of interest to Portland area sailors 
 
http://www.siyc.org/ Our very own Sauvie Island Yacht Club.  If you haven’t checked out 
the club website yet, please do so – it’s looking really good, and is full of informative 
articles and spectacular photography by club members. 
http://www.webnautica.us/CRYA/: Columbia River Yachting Association – This is the 
umbrella organization for Yacht Clubs along the Columbia River – SIYC is a member.  
See especially their links to all the other yacht clubs’ websites, and their calendar of 
club cruises. 
http://www.oregon.gov/OSMB/pages/index.aspx   Oregon State Marine Board – Your 
source for information related to licensing, safety, boater education, Oregon boating 
destinations and many other maritime concerns. 
http://www.weather.gov/  The National Weather Service – Find out what the weather will 
be before you head out on the water. 
http://threesheetsnw.com/  A Seattle-based website that’s chock full of good information 
about cruising in Puget Sound and farther afield, plus general information that’s helpful 
to any cruiser anywhere. 
http://www.owsa.net/  SIYC women – If an emergency arose while you were out 
cruising, could you take over from your partner? If not, this is the one for you:  Oregon 
Women’s Sailing Association.  This local organization offers sailing classes (including 
cruising skills) especially for (and sometimes exclusively for) women. 

http://imageevent.com/our_journeys/
http://www.voyagemoonshadow.blogspot.com/
http://www.svmoontide.com/
http://www.sailblogs.com/member/sesesail/
http://persimmonsky.wordpress.com/
http://www.svsequoia.com/
http://www.siyc.org/
http://www.webnautica.us/CRYA/
http://www.oregon.gov/OSMB/pages/index.aspx
http://www.weather.gov/
http://threesheetsnw.com/
http://www.owsa.net/
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CRUISING REPORTS 
 
 
From Richard Sandefur, S/V Moonshadow 

Moonshadow left Honolulu on July 4th and made a 120 
mile overnight passage to Hanalei Bay on the island of 
Kauai.  It is a beautiful anchorage with a white sand 
beach.  The next day we enjoyed walking around the 
small town and went to the farmers market. After two 
nights there we weighed anchor and got underway for 
Astoria. 

The passage from Hawaii to Oregon normally requires 
one to sail north to approximately 40 degrees before 
turning northeast towards Astoria going over the north 
Pacific high. We started out sailing north but the high 
pressure did not develop as the Pilot charts had shown but 
was farther north and west. There were also two pesky 
lows to the east and north of us. This meant we did a bit 
of zigzagging.  

We lacked a proper fishing lure so decided to try a dangly 
earring as it seemed to look like a little sardine to us. 
Apparently the fish were not of the same opinion as none 
tried to swallow it. However we did manage to catch two 
pieces of trash. 

I installed a new VHF with a built-in AIS in Honolulu. 
The AIS worked very well and we appreciated being aware of ships up to 30 miles away, including their name, 
heading, speed and closest point of approach. 

We experienced mostly wind under 20 knots but two days out of Astoria had a gale that lasted about 12 hours. 
We dropped the main and jogged along under a scrap of stay sail until the wind moderated. 

We arrived at the Columbia River entrance buoy about 10 PM, an hour or two before the end of the ebb. It was 
neap tides so the bar crossing was non-event. We tied up at the West Mooring Basin in Astoria about 3 AM 
after 20 days at sea.  Certainly did not break any records but in all it was a very good passage. 

SIYC members Pat and Susan Canniff came to Astoria to welcome us home. 

My crew left in Astoria and Admiral Anita joined me for a relaxing five day trip up the Columbia. We met John 
and Janet Colby on “Iris” at the Portland Yacht Club, Willow Bar out-station.  They were also completing a 
circumnavigation and we sailed with them on to Portland flying flags from the 30 some countries we have 
visited. 
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It seems very strange for Moonshadow to be back at the same dock in 
Tomahawk Bay that we left from 14 years ago.  

See you at the cruises this winter. 

Cheers, 

Richard and Anita 

SV Moonshadow 

 

 

 

From Eric & Pam Sellix, S/V Pied-a-Mer III 
 
Marina Real--San Carlos, Sonora, Mexico 
 
 
Yes, it is very warm here in San Carlos--
actually it is very hot here in San Carlos. 
 While our plan (that four letter word!) was 
to go further north for the summer, 
business, health and family issues dictated 
that we be nearer Internet and 
transportation. 
 
We decided to sit out hurricane season in 
Marina Real--we wanted to know that we 
had a safe place to leave the boat while 
visiting the states and, if we were exploring 
an anchorage, a safe place to tuck into if 
need be. I will be in Oregon for 6 weeks for 
ankle surgery and Eric for 2 weeks for kids, 
grand kids and picking up all of the items 
that we have had shipped to Portland in the 
last few months.  This is quite a change 
from our normal "anchoring out". 
 
We have been cruising in Mexico for almost a year and love the country and the lifestyle.  There is an instant 
camaraderie with cruisers that I had not experienced in my land life. "Out here" we all share similar experiences 
of broken equipment, worn out parts, a dinghy for your automobile, where to find a laundry, how to say 
something in Spanish, where to get new glasses, where to get your hair cut, which bus goes where, where to 
find kitty litter (this is a huge concern!), the list goes on and on.  There is always someone in the anchorage or 
marina who can help with information, help repair or install, pet sit, take mail to the states and bring packages 
back from the states.  You name it and someone has it, can find it or knows of a substitute.  We feel blessed to 
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be a part of this community! 
 
We are looking at French Polynesia for next spring and would like to have one or two crew with us------anyone 
interested?  We hope to leave end of March / beginning of April, weather permitting.  We will leave from La 
Cruz in Banderas Bay. 
 
Eric & Pam 
S/V Pied-a-Mer III 
 
 
From Frank & RaeAnn Haynes, S/V LunaSea 
 
Pirates Cove to San Francisco /Summer 2013 

 
 
Frank and I departed Portland aboard S/V LunaSea on Saturday, 
July 13, 2013, Frank’s 64rd birthday. The trip to Astoria was 
enjoyed by the two of us and a friend from the marina where we 
had spent the last six years, Pirates Cove in Scappoose, Oregon.  
We arrived in Astoria after the day long trip down river. We 
always enjoy the run down river for the sights, birds and changes 
in the river.  We spent several days in Astoria enjoying visiting 
with friends and family and touring the city. We had a great meal 
at T. Paul’s Supper Club and visited a couple of breweries 
including Ft George and Wet Dog.  Finally we said goodbye to 
Astoria and headed for an overnight cruise to Newport.  The 
weather cooperated and we enjoyed a nice sail day.  After 
increasing winds and some seasickness we crossed the Newport 
bar around sunrise.  Newport has good facilities and is pretty 
accessible by bicycles. We brought our Dahan bikes and are very 
glad to have them!  We visited the Oregon Coast Aquarium in 
Newport, Nye Beach, South Beach State Park’s bike paths and 
the Yaquina Head Lighthouse.  We stayed over a week and 
enjoyed every day.  We were still in Newport when one night a 
sailboat from Tacoma, Washington ended up crashed on the north jetty.  Fortunately, the man, his grandson and 
motorcycle were rescued by the Coast Guard.  The boat had to be scrapped. 

 
Leaving Newport for Coos Bay we had light winds.  We motored and motor sailed before pulling into 
Charleston Bay. We found the economic recovery hasn’t reached the southern coast of Oregon. However, we 
enjoyed very good local oysters at a very good price and good clam chowder at the Hide Tide restaurant.  
Facilities were okay and are really setup for a large fishing fleet. We left after a couple of nights and headed to 
Port Orford to revisit an anchorage we enjoyed on a previous trip when we needed to pull in and get out of 
winds that were pushing 50 kts.  This time we approached the anchorage from the north in the afternoon and 
enjoyed a quiet night. We pulled out into the fog early the next morning and were rewarded with clear skies for 
the rest of the trip to Brookings Harbor. Here we had to work with the local fishing boats for a place at the 
transient dock.  We enjoyed riding our bikes to Brookings for shopping at the Fred Meyer, the last one we saw!  
We also enjoyed the local brew and pizza at Wild Rivers Pizza place. The birds included our first black crowned 
night heron of the trip. They are fairly common from Brookings south. 
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We did the quick motor hop to Crescent City to discover the marina is still under construction. We had 

electrical hookup but no water!  We did enjoy The Good Harvest 
Café which was across the highway (101) from the marina. Good 
food, lots of beer choices and a nice staff. We also enjoyed the 
local thrift stores and antique shops.  Our impression was that we 
had definitely changed cultures, Northwest to California!  We 
stayed only two nights and decided to see if the facilities in 
Eureka were more sustainable. The trip to Eureka was stressful 
due to foggy conditions that stayed with us all the way down the 
coast to San Francisco!  As we neared the entrance to Eureka the 
sun came out.  As we were admiring the view Frank noticed what 
appeared to be water spouts and turned out to be a large pod of 
whales. We spent the 45 minutes watching the whales including a 
close encounter when RaeAnn had to slow the boat to avoid too 
close a call! 

 
 When 
we first 
pulled 
into the 
public 

marina in Eureka we were greeted with sun, friendly 
neighbors and office staff.  The facilities here were the 
best since we left Newport with shopping, restaurants 
and food stores, including a Costco, very nearby. We 
ended up in Eureka for 3 weeks due to some repairs, 
waiting for mail, visits from family and a massive 
weather front we waited out.  The Old Town portion 
was very close by but came with a large population of 
street people.  We also took a 26 mile bike ride to 
Arcata which was very doable since the roads and the 
drivers were very bike friendly. 
 
We finally took our leave of Eureka and headed out 
into the fog stopping at the anchorage at Shelter Cove. 
This is along the Lost Coast and totally without cell 
phone coverage! We were afforded views of the 
coastline which were beautiful when the fog 
occasionally cleared. The anchorage was as advertised 
in Charlie’s Charts and very pleasant though rolley.  
Again we left in dense fog early the next morning and 
set out for Ft. Bragg. Our new radar only worked intermittently so we kept sharp watches.  Frank is not happy 
with Rodgers Marine Electronics who sold him the RayMarine W120D. The entrance to Ft. Bragg was done 
during the day, at slack high tide which turned out to be very advisable. We felt like we had entered the canals 
of Venice. There is no diesel for boats with any draft but the local office staff was very helpful and drove Frank 
with our jerry cans to the next marina to fill them.  
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We left Ft Bragg at 4:30am at high tide and in the 
fog! Sunrise was at 6:41am so we enjoyed a night 
time environment although much more stressful 
when the fog blocks the view of the coastline. We 
did get our sails up during the day.  Sailing in the 
fog is a challenge you can hear other vessels readily 
and we rang  our bell.  Finally as we approached 
Bodega Bay the fog lifted enough to see the 
beautiful coastline of Sonoma County.  The turn into 
Bodega Bay brought back the fog and we 
approached the entrance with only 1/3 mile 
visibility. From there the run up to the marina is a 
very well marked channel and during the daylight, 
easy to follow, however, we would not have 
attempted this in the after sunset and in the fog. 

Bodega Bay offered good facilities. We biked a fair distance to a few 
local establishments and found them to be expensive so we only got 
fresh vegetables and the absolute necessities. There was a lunch stop 
across from the marina that offered great food including clam chowder 
to die for. 
 
After a couple of 
days we headed for 
San Francisco! 
There were very 
light winds so we 
motored down to the 
Golden Gate Bridge 
and across the San 
Francisco Bay 
although the wind 
was quite good once 
we entered the bay! 

Many sailboats were out for the day and most were under 
reefed main and jib and heeling over!  We thoroughly 
enjoyed taking in the sights of the bridge, the city, Alcatraz, 
Treasure Island and the Berkeley pier which runs 3.5 miles 
out into the bay. The weather on the east shore has been 
warm and sunny which is a great relief after more than a 
month of fog! We are drying out, doing maintenance and 
planning the next trip south to Long Beach.  
 
Frank & RaeAnn 
S/V LunaSea 
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From Mike Floyd, S/V 
Nashira 
 
Nashira made it to Morro Bay! 
 
Arriving at San Francisco Bay, it was touch 
and go thru the fog up to the Golden Gate 
Bridge. The bridge was only a red shadow in 
the clouds. We stayed at the Corinthian Yacht 
Club and enjoyed their hospitality.   
 
The photo is of the SIYC burgee I found at the 
Morro Bay Yacht Club.  It was left by some 
SIYC members who stopped by Morro Bay 
several years ago.   
 
The plan is to continue south this month and be 
to San Diego for the Baja Ha Ha race in 
October.  
 
Waiting for August paid off as well as 
watching passage weather .com. On the way to 
San Francisco, we even had some great night 
sailing. 
 
Mike Floyd 
360-798-4694 
 
Floydsgold.com 
 
 
 
From Jim & Linda Noval, S/V Ranidan 

In the August newsletter, we followed Jim and Linda aboard 
Ranidan as far as Nanaimo, British Columbia.  Now we take 
up the story with their next communication.  – Ed. 

August 18 

We sailed from Nanaimo with new friends Ray and Sandy 
who have been visiting Desolation Sound for 25 years. We 
crossed the Strait of Georgia headed for Garden Cove on the 
first leg of our trip. We anchored surrounded by other boats 
headed north. Beautiful night lights mark the other boats. 

tel:360-798-4694
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This part of British Columbia is undeveloped and supports several marine parks. We visited Roscoe Bay to 
start. The timing was important for entry because of the tides. We went in the “skinny water”, only about 10″ 

beneath the keel.  There is swimming in a nearby freshwater 
lake and hiking trails leading up from the shore. 

After a week, we needed more food and water. This is an 
ongoing problem! We moved on to the local grocery supply 
store at Refuge Cove. From our boat you can see the significant 
tidal range. 

There are lots of coves in Desolation Sound!!! Sandy and Ray 
generously shared their favorites with us. Squirrel Cove was full 
of boats.  Then on to Melanie Cove which was full of kids. One 
mom had 
the great 
idea of 

making a paddle board train.. The laughter echoed through 
the bay!!  We were also visited by rain. Needless to say, we 
read a lot on Ranidan!! 

So you can see, no phone, no internet, no tv. Pure 
SuperNatural British Columbia just like the commercial. 
We are working our way south again. A couple more stops 
and a couple more weeks before we are back. Let’s hope for 
better weather. 

August 24 

We started up Jervis Inlet to go up to Princess Louisa Inlet where the famous Chatterbox Falls Marine Park is 
located. It’s a very long 12-14 hour passage so the way up took 2 days. It is located deep in the mountains so the 
scenery was spectacular. 

Entering Princess Louisa Inlet requires crossing Malibu 
Rapids which look like this when running full force. 
Needless to say we waited for an early morning slack 
when all was still to leave. 

There is a Christian camp on the bluff overlooking the 
rapids that Randy was lucky enough to attend when he 
was a teenager. Good friend Lisa escorted him and 
bunches of kids up there in the summer. It is an amazing 
place!! These photos would make anyone jealous! We 
received a guided tour and the only thing I forgot to ask 
was how does everyone get there?  

There were almost 500 people at camp when we were 
there. According to the guide there have been some upgrades in the past few years so some of the camp is new. 
But the basic site and buildings are original. They even have their own water supply and power. There’s a story 
there but I didn’t pay that much attention. It sure looked like a wonderful place for a vacation. Happy memories 
for everyone I’m sure. 
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Continuing up Princess Louisa Inlet, the reward at the 
end is a gorgeous cove completely surrounded by 
forest.  Just a single dock provides a few lucky people 
with overnight moorage. One is only allowed 3 days 
but what a great stay.  A path leads through the forest 
to the falls. 

One exciting event happened when someone’s friend 
was picked up by sea plane to return to Seattle. She 
only had the time to boat up and then hurry back. 
Everyone on the dock thought that was a terrific thing 
to do!! 

We couldn’t go swimming though because of a lion’s 
mane jellyfish patrolling the area. He didn’t bother the 
seal who seemed to enjoy showing off that he had caught a 
salmon earlier. He swam around with the fish in his mouth 
like a trophy!! 

It was hard to leave but our 72 hours ended and we had to move on. After a long return trip down Jervis Inlet, 
we spent the night in Madeira Park. We are leaving now to cross the Strait of Georgia on our way back. 

September 3 

We watch the weather. We listen to weather 
reports. We check the NOAA weather data on the 
computer. This cloud formation is not promising. 

From the water we have an unencumbered view of 
what’s coming. We can see the showers falling on 
the land to the west where we are headed. Then we 
can see the rain falling on the water in front of us. 
Time to put on the foulies and get ready to get wet. 
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We are rewarded with a nice night at anchor while we 
listen to the jazz blues festival across the water in 
Nanaimo. 

The weather can start on nice and then quickly degrade. 
Now we are contending with fog. Everything 
disappears and we are left only with the sounds of fog 
horns in the distance and not much visible beyond the 
boat. We rely on instruments to keep us from running 
into these guys. 

Even the Coast Guard comes into port. Their boats are 
seriously fast and they definitely look like they mean 
business. We listened to the radio a lot and try to keep 
track of everything while running blind. Ugh. 

Back in the US we rested for a few days in Port Angeles. Now we are going outside into the Pacific for our run 
down the coast. Three days more and home. 

Jim & Linda 

S/V Ranidan 

 
 

From George & Sue Stonecliffe, S/V Julia Max 

Fog, fog, and more fog! Leaving 
Astoria on August 8th, we never saw the 
shore all the way north until we reached 
Port Angeles, a great resting place 
before continuing on. Upon entry to the 
marina, a cruising couple and their crew 
heading for Mexico took our dock lines. 
We saw the familiar stars in their eyes 
as they spoke about their dream finally 
coming to fruition. Their 38’ ketch was 
loaded and ready for their ocean 
passage directly to San Francisco. We 
slept soundly after our disappointing 
passage and the next morning they were 
gone with the tide. The sun came out 
and we made Friday Harbor by late 
afternoon on the incoming tide. 

 



Sauvie Island Yacht Club – September, 2013 – Page | 19 
 
We made the decision to gunkhole within the San Juan Islands rather than venturing north into Canada this 
time. There were lots of places we hadn’t seen. Our first night out we anchored in Reid Harbor, Stewart Island, 

the furthest north in the 
archipelago. Once we got over the 
shock of at least 65 boats 
anchored, tied up to buoys, or 
rafted to chains of floats, I hopped 
into our little kayak to visit the 
island trails. Even Prevost Harbor 
on the other side of the peninsula 
had a host of boats. The good 
news is that there was still room 
for plenty more boats on both 
sides and you could anchor away 
from the crowds, as we did. I was 
amazed by the clean, clear water 
as I paddled along the glassy 
surface. I had expected water like 
this last year in the Queen 
Charlottes, but I found it close to 
home after all.  Ahh, summer. 
 

The next few days were spent at the other outer islands: 
Patos, Matia, and Sucia  where we hiked the trails and 
enjoyed the wildlife. These islands had much smaller 
anchorages, so many boaters had to find another place to 
go.  Sucia, another huge anchorage was relatively deserted 
on a Saturday afternoon. Anchored just outside Echo Bay 
in Ewing Cove, George caught a 27” ling cod while I 
enjoyed discovering a host of Harlequin Duck babies on a 
nearby rock. Purple starfish in large numbers clung to the 
rocks just below the surface. The water was clear enough to 
see our propeller and full rudder under the boat. 

 
When our son arrived the weather changed and we got to 
really sail. With our son’s help the 10-15 knot southerly 
blew our three sails across smooth water at 7.5 knots. His 
children enjoyed working with the Junior Ranger Programs 
at Spencer Spit State Park and the San Juan Island Historic 
Parks. 
 
 I really wanted to explore all around Lopez Island after 
they left. We had already stopped at our beloved Spencer 
Spit, enjoying the Western Sandpipers in the swamp and all 
the gulls on the sand at low tide. So we headed for Hunter 
Bay just south of there. It was very quiet and well protected 

from southerly winds with only one other boat at anchor. We observed River Otters playing near shore towards 
sunset.  
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At Aleck Bay on the south side of Lopez, we spent a lazy day as the tide ran out and the sun set. By morning it 
was time to return to our condo in Friday Harbor, riding the incoming current through Cattle Pass. We set the 
crab pot and enjoyed that delicacy with our daughter’s family when they arrived the next day. That week-end 
was spent SCUBA diving, giving cold water diving a try for the first time, and not exactly enjoying the 
experience! It all adds up to a whale of a lot of equipment to fuss with when all you want to do is look at the 
underwater world. Maybe a glass-bottomed boat will suffice in the future. We saw SIYC members Ken and 
Ruth Frasee on Misty Blue when we tied up at the Friday Harbor Marina for a quick trip home. Their boat has a 

new paint job and looked simply 
gorgeous. 
 
If you haven’t been to the San 
Juan Islands, it’s well worth the 
trip up the ocean to experience this 
gem of cruising grounds so close 
to home. The Washington shores, 
unlike Oregon, are privately 
owned. Cruisers can’t walk on the 
tidelands unless it’s a marine park. 
But there are lots of them. That’s 
where the crowds go, to go ashore, 
hike the trails, and explore the 
tidepools. If you want more 
solitude, you will have to be 
content with staying on the water. 
That’s where a small kayak or 
inflatable comes in handy to look 
down into the shallows and see the 

wildlife that thrives there. 
 
We haven’t seen the Orcas yet, but we hear they hang out in Haro Strait. Maybe we’ll see them when we return 
for one last week before sailing Julia Max home to Portland, once again. 
 
George & Sue 
S/V Julia Max 
 

Let’s Stay in Touch with our Cruising Members 
 
If you enjoyed the stories and pictures from these cruising members of Sauvie Island Yacht Club, please say so.  
Sometimes the cruisers comment that they feel like they are sending their articles into a black hole, and they 
never get any feedback.  Let’s all make an effort to let them know they are appreciated.  If you see them, say 
something.  If they are still out cruising, send them an email.  If you have questions for them, do ask – it may be 
the seed for an interesting future report. – Ed. 
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